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Our Mission Statement- To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship among
boaters interested in the welfare & development of Lake Huron's beautiful
Presque Isle Harbor.
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Spring is a time when we are frantically cleaning, scraping and
sometimes painting and varnishing in preparation for the start of
boating season. I’m looking forward to seeing the marina full
again with better economic times nationally and more cruising
than Michigan has seen in prior years,
For those that sail, race or crew - more events are taking place on
the Great Lakes for you this summer.
Club/Community activities:
Members of the Race Committee are pleased to announce that
successful planning and a partnership with the Top of Michigan
Outboard Race Club will produce the “Inaugural Presque Isle –
Grand Lake Outboard Hydroplane Event” June 8th & 9th with
Launch/Start/Finish and Spectator accommodations at Fireside Inn and compliment spectacular
lakeside cottage owner viewing.

Spring has sprung, albeit
with a few zingers tossed in
by Mother Nature (just to
let us know who’s really in
charge), and it’s time to
ramp up for our summer
activities in Presque Isle!
As our commodore points
out, there are a number of
new and exciting events that
are lined up for our club and
our community. As we are
await news on the status of
The Portage, Up North 23
has kindly agreed to host
our group! There is a lot to
look forward to this summer. Here’s wishing everyone the very best of times!
Can you identify the
nautical artifact at the
top of this page?
Find out on Page 2

Without the help and energy of numerous PIYC members, together with their network of State
and Local contacts, regional and far-reaching business-owner sponsors, this Club-led NE
Michigan Economic Development Initiative could not have been accomplished. It should also be
noted that the Race & PI Wooden Boat Show events have strategically combined their
advertising and brochure information. Distribution of brochures are planned locally, plus as far
South as Tawas, West to Traverse City and North to St Ignace. We have gained support from
(Continued on page 2)

Some Happenings In The Presque Isle Area
May 26th 5K Run/Walk 9:00am
New Lighthouse Park (fundraiser for July
fireworks display)

4th

May 27th Grand Lake Bridge Walk Noon
New 638 Bridge (Shorter than the Mackinac
and includes a talk about plans for the area!)

June 1st Nature Walk 9:00am
New Lighthouse Park (led by US Fish and
Wildlife Service)

June 8th-9th Fireside 500 Hydroplane Races
Grand Lake - Fireside Inn

June 15th Wooden Boat Show 9:45am to
5:00pm
Presque Isle Harbor

July 6th 4th of July Picnic 10:30am
Garrity Hall, New Lighthouse

July 6th Fireworks Dusk
Presque Isle Harbor

Concerts At The Lighthouse 6-9pm
July 10th Steve Rea
July 17th Birch Road String Band
July 24th Little Band from Alpena
July 31st Charles Madison and North Country Burnouts
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Treasurer’s Report

Presque Isle Yacht Club

(Words from the Commodore—Continued from page 1)

Current balance:

$12,921.62

May activity (dues received):

$

100.00

Member Adventures & Trips

If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact
the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net) and share
any stories and photos that might be of interest!

The nautical item pictured on the first
page is a sextant.
A sextant is a precision instrument used to measure the
angle between two objects or
points. This, in turn, can be
used to calculate one’s location on the face of the earth.
Determining a position on the
globe is done by measuring
the angles of celestial objects,
such as the sun or stars, relative to the horizon, and then
comparing those readings to
tables of known or predicted
angles, for that exact date and time, to calculate approximate lines of position.
This process not only demands many calculations, it
also requires a great degree (pun intended) of precision.
An error of only 1/60th of one degree in the measurement
will affect the accuracy of the results by one nautical
mile (1.1508 statute miles) once the calculations are
complete!
It is not only the physical accuracy of the measurement
that is critical. The need for a precise time is equally
important. When using a sextant near the equator, a
longitudinal measurement is truly a moving target. At
the equator, one’s position on the globe is moving eastward at over 1,000 miles per hour—over five football
fields per second, as the planet rotates!
We have become accustomed to the incredible accuracy
provided by our 21st century GPS units and cell phones,
which reliably show our positions within a few feet.
This can help us appreciate accuracy issues that arise
with celestial navigation using a sextant. Imagine needing to take a precise measurement, standing on the
deck of a boat heaving in rough seas! This says a lot
about the challenges early sailors faced, relying exclusively on celestial navigation to cross the oceans.

the Chambers of Commerce of Alpena and Rogers City
and event participants in the Tri-State area.
Members of the PIYC Grand Lake Youth Sailing
Committee met with leaders of Alpena’s Youth Sailing
Program with support from Gary Hagen who facilitated the
Grand Lake activities for many years. Additional
“passionate sailing enthusiasts are welcome to join the
event team…”
Historically, the Club has been both philanthropic and
social. In keeping with our mission statement and last
Fall’s enthusiastic vote to pursue economic development
activities for the region, a separate “Events” non-profit 501
(c)(3) organization was formed.
Donations and
sponsorship of sanctioned programs are now facilitated
for tax and risk management, as a stand-alone legal
entity. PIYC members interested in actively lending their
expertise to a program, may now do so with this new
forum - without interfering with the traditional Club
foundations of worthy cause donation and social
endeavors.
Going forward, we expect to encourage suggestions for
invited speakers on topics that affect our environment/
Great Lakes and the Region.
As we celebrate Spring, I encourage all members to
attend events, lend a hand when you can, sit on the deck
of your favorite boat & enjoy the sunset - take part in your
Club.
Members make it happen, bring your energy and ideas to
the table and enjoy the ride !

Bob
What’s happening around Presque Isle
Harbor?
The Portage Restaurant - There have been many changes around Presque Isle Harbor. One of the more significant
is the status of the Portage Restaurant - the official clubhouse of the Presque Isle Yacht Club. Unfortunately, the
restaurant is not likely to open this year. Apparently the
Portage Restaurant ownership and the State of Michigan
were unable to negotiate acceptable terms that would allow the restaurant to continue operation.
Sand Bay Trading Co. & Woody’s Grand Lake - While
the Portage Restaurant may have faded away, the Presque
Isle harbor area will soon have a new place to gather for
fine dining. Sand Bay Trading Co., the convenience store
side, is now in operation, with grocery items, meats, cheeses, beer, wine, and other items that will appeal to locals
and visitors alike. They are also serving deli sandwiches,
which are reportedly excellent.
(Continued on page 3)
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The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors
as soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Normally we meet on the 3rd Thursdays of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner.

Club Meeting
Dates For 2019
Thursday, May 23rd
Thursday, June 20th
Thursday, July 18th
Thursday, August 15th
Thursday, September 19th
Thursday, October 17th

(Continued from page 2)

Woody’s Grand Lake, the restaurant side of the business, is having its finishing touches applied and is due to
open in June. There are a lot of people who are anxious
to check out their menu items and enjoy fine dining on
the north shore of Grand Lake. Their ice cream stand is
now open for business. If you’re in need of marine gas,
their gas dock is now open as well.
As was mentioned in an earlier issue of the Mast Head,
Woody’s and Sandy Bay Trading Co. will be open all
year, providing our area a much-needed four-season
place to gather, dine, and enjoy the year-round beauties
of the Presque Isle area.
The Portage General Store - The Portage General
Store is opening and, we have been assured, will have
awesome ice cream to cool the palate on hot summer
days! Additionally, a well-stocked deli will be offering
made-to-order sandwiches. A larger selection of products
is also expected to be offered for sale this year.
Cliff Beauvais has the bicycles all lined up for the summer, and the store’s new owner has agreed to handle the
sign-outs for the PIYC fleet of bicycles. This will allow us
to continue this service for the boating community that
visits our beautiful harbor.
Fireside 500 Outboard Race - Everything is clicking
along with the preparations for this two-day event that
PIYC is sponsoring in association with the Top O’ Michi-

Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
In Memoriam
John C. Vogelheim
June 21, 1942 - February 20, 2019

John was one of the founding
members of the Presque Isle
Yacht Club as well as a cofounder of the Portage Restaurant. As a long-time businesses
owner in the Presque Isle and
Rogers City Area, he has been
a significant part of the lives of
many people in and around the Presque Isle community.
John will be greatly missed but fondly remembered
by all who knew him. Our deepest sympathies go out
to his wife, Phyllis, and to all of his family mem-

bers.

gan Outboard Racing Club. Advertising and promotional
materials are out in area businesses and excitement is
building for racers and spectators! The race will be held
on June 8th and 9th from the Fireside Inn, which is located at 18730 Fireside Hwy, off of E. Grand Lake Road.
27th Annual Wooden Boat Show - We can also look
forward to the Wooden Boat Show which will be in full
swing in the Harbor on June 15th, with activities beginning at 9:45 a.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to experience some great, floating works of art!
Let’s all get out and be an active part of our community!
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors

Commodore

Ron Smolinski

Bob Young

Bob Mitchell

PO Box 22
16625 Pine St.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

PO Box 98
Presque Isle MI 49777
586-899-3323

ronjansmo@yahoo.com

Vice Commodore

Winter Address
3808 Hillsdale Dr.
Auburn Hills, Mi 48326
248-377-9911

P.O. Box 198 or
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-928-9079

mabupnorth@charter.net

18966 Evergreen Hwy
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-595-5239
eastgrandlaker@gmail.com

586-909-3109

rmatumtt@outlook.com

Mike Bugenske

News letter
Editor

Rick Gentges

PO Box 191
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849

Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

rjgentges@yahoo.com

Joe Vallee

16097 Eutaw Ln
Millersburg, MI 49759
313-506-9098
joevallee48@yahoo.com

Secretary
Betty Ruczynski
7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352-697-0089
Secondary 989-595-5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

Apparel, Etc.
ID Tags & Apparel [Volunteer Needed]
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 595 2132

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob and Gwen Mitchell, travel photos.
Planning Ahead for future Issues: If you have anything
that is pertinent or of general interest, please get it to the
New Editor via Email. Please submit text in MS Word
format (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf (Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Janet Young

989-619-1226

Clear Form
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THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
18966 EVERGREEN RD,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: rmatumtt@outlook.com
Commodore Bob Mitchell
586-899-3323
Website:

presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are normally on the 3rd Thursday
of the month, April through October. Social hour
begins at 6:00 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The official clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W), however
the operational status of the restaurant is currently
in flux, as the owners have been unable to secure a
lease or concession agreement from the DNR,
which owns the building.
In the interim, meetings are being held at the Up
North 23 Restaurant & Lounge, 530 N. 3rd St,
Rogers City, next to the Driftwood Motel.
(45° 25' 30" N 83° 49' 20" W)
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
member in good standing.
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