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Our Mission Statement- To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship among
boaters interested in the welfare & development of Lake Huron's beautiful Presque Isle
Harbor.

Words from Commodore
Bob Young
While looking at data from Janet Young's upcoming book to
be published soon, "A Place Called Presque Isle", I found a
photo of a group of early visitors to Presque Isle. The year of
the photo was 1882. The intrepid group was pictured in front
of an early structure on the bluffs of Birch Hill (East side,
Grand Lake). Their registered name was the Grand Lake
Fishing and Shooting Club." Their aim was the same as ours; to enjoy the splendor of
the woods and waters of Presque Isle. They also focused on the summer months.
They, for practical reasons; like the steamers wound up the shipping business in the
fall. We wind up the season when we pull our docks and boats, and head for warmer
climates... down I-75.

DTM Photo

The GLF&SC group gathered here 130 years ago in very different times. The
essence of why they came remains the same...sunsets, boating, rustic surroundings,
fishing and sailing, and the other scenes, sounds, and tastes of summer "up north".

1870 Presque Isle
Light

Now is the time to grab your calendars and start planning for the summer of 2012.
Plan a little improvement at your summer home, plan some time for the family, and
plan to enjoy yourself also. Take advantage of the organized events of the summer,
and read what the Grand Lake Association, The Presque Harbor Development,
Presque Isle Township, and other groups have planned. The Presque Isle Wooden
Boat Show group is planning a special 20th anniversary event this summer. I'd like
to support their efforts by adding some fun on Grand Lake for a "pre-weekend" run
around Grand Lake. Stay tuned for more information.
To our current members, please send your dues in to Robin Spencer at 754 Munson
Avenue, Traverse CIty, MI 49686-3565.

Membership

The dues are $100.00 per year, or $125.00 for those that wish to have an additional
burgee. Once we get a head-count on membership, we can plan our 2012 budget and
expenditures.

Information:

RY

Please see Page
7
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Officers

More Directors

Commodore

Treasurer

Bob Young

Robin Spencer

Barbara Dietrich

PO Box 11

Summer Contact

17251 Highland Pines Rd

Presque Isle MI 49777

PO Box 84

989 595 5239

Presque Isle MI 49777

Email:

989 595 6970

Vice Commodore

During Winter

Gary Hagen

754 Munson Ave

21635 US23 South

Traverse City, MI 49686

Presque Isle MI 49777

231 929 4684

989 595 9007

Email:

Winter Addresses

PO Box 502

Presque Isle, MI 49777

White Springs,
FL32096

989 595 6680

386 397 1191

Email— dtrick@windstream.net

George (Gus) Hoster
PO Box 59/8784 E Grand Lake Rd 5777 Bastille Place
Presque Isle, MI 49777

Columbus, OH 43213

989 595 2132 Summer

614 367 1318

Email— skeeking3@aol.com
Email:

Ted MacKinnon

Secretary

Director

17537 Grand Lake Blvd

19534 Warwick

Curtis Eagle

Chuck Mosier

Presque Isle, MI 49777

Beverly Hills, MI 48025

101 N Industrial Dr

PO Box 27

989 595 2309 Summer

248 647 1628

Alpena MI 49707

Presque Isle MI 49777

989 356 2726

989 595 6725

Email
ceagle@eaglecompanies.co
m

Email
sakima@sigmaxi.net

NOTE:- Officers are
Directors

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and the Editor appreciate any material from members
for The Masthead.. For this issue, the following people have
provided articles and/or images:

Apparel & Etc
ID Tags & Apparel John Vogelheim
Burgees
Gus Hoster

Email— nw8w@att.net

989 734 4439
989 595 2132

Gary Hagen, Bob Young, Chuck Mosier, and
Karen Larson (Publisher of Good Old Boat Magazine)

DTM Photo

If you have anything that is pertinent or of general interest, please
get it to the Editor on a floppy disc or via Email. Please submit
text in either “text,” “rtf, ” or MSWord format. Images in ‘jpg’ or
’bmp’ format are preferred, although others can be handled.

SS Keewatin, Douglas Mich. go
there soon; it is to be moved to
Canada. Built in Scotland c1912.
A miniature Titanic!

PI Yacht Club Clothing Sale!!
25% Off All Stock Items
It is time to update our clothing line so everything except
our new style hats are on sale. We are also looking for new
styles and new items for our July meeting so please help us to
reduce our inventory. Great items for the rest of your family
too!
John Vogelheim
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Some Editorial Thoughts

By Gary Hagen

As this issue is being prepared, there remains only minimal
input from PIYC members. Your contributions are important.
Please forward any content that you think may be interesting to
our members and others. See below for how to do this.
It has been suggested that many of our members have
important stories to tell. Please do not be backward about
coming forward with your biographies or other narratives.

Avoid Messy Line Ends—
Use a Back Splice

DTM Photo

Refer to the drawing at the right for details on how to make a
back splice in 3 strand rope. The key here is to make sure that
the rope is oriented as shown in Figure 1; and that the strands
are routed as in Figure 2. After that, the diagram is self
explanatory; but there should be 3 tucks after the crown is
formed in Figure 3. Figure 6 shows more tucks than are
required. Remember, this is only for looks; if it were an eye
splice that will be load bearing, 5 tucks are good practice.
Stay tuned for the eye splice in a later issue.
When using synthetic materials (nylon or dacron/polyester)
your success will be assured if you do two things:
1) Wrap tape around the ends of the 3 strands, and,
2) Also use tape at the point where the strands become
separated from the main portion of the rope.
Cut off any excess from the strands and remove the tape
around the body of the rope.
For a truly professional looking job that will turn heads in
any marina, you can taper the splice so that the ends (Figure
6) disappear into the rope. Again, there are 2 ways to do this:
1) Cut away half of the strand for the 4th tuck, and then cut
away half of what is remaining for the final (5th) tuck.
2) Or, for the 4th tuck, only use two strands. A fifth tuck
will only involve one strand.

Wood classics on display near Seattle WA

Sailing Program Success
The dates for the 2012 Sailing Program are July 23-27 and
July 30-Aug 3. We would like to have about 50 kids this year
as each year we seem to get better. Club members are
requested to really spread the news and the dates for the
Youth Sailing camp for 2012. We would like to see more
participation from the Posen and Rogers City areas.
Additionally, we are attempting to put together an advanced
class. Volunteers and equipment for this activity will be
critical, so if you can offer assistance when the program is
defined, it will be appreciated.
Last year Grand Lake had about 42 kids enrolled. The
combination of Alpena and Grand Lake was about 96 total
kids.
A handout sheet is shown on Page 5. It is suggested that
this page be reproduced so that it will be available at the PI

From the Sea Scout Manual,
1939 Edition

The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is initially issued
3 times per year; in the spring, during the summer, and again in the
fall of each year. Depending on the amount of input from
members, the frequency and/or size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, concerns, congratulations or
complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or
images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such
communications to the Editor.:
Ted MacKinnon
Email:
nw8w@att.net
19534 Warwick
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
248 647 1628 (Winter)
Or
17537 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989 595 2309 (June, July, & Aug)
PIYC Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 171
Presque Isle, MI 49777

Website: presqueisleyc.org
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Contact The Portage!
Membership In The Presque Isle Yacht
Club and Dues for 2012
The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization
dedicated to the establishment and growth of a yachting
community in Presque Isle Harbor Michigan.
Annual dues are $100 with a one time burgee fee of $25.
There is no initiation fee for membership. From time to
time various clothing and nautical accessory items may be
available at market prices.

At a recent PIYC meeting, the group was advised that the
management of the Portage would appreciate having a count
of those who intend to attend a PIYC meeting.
Please call the Portage Restaurant maybe 2 days (?) prior to
a meeting so that they will be able to plan for the dinner.

The club membership year is January 1st through
December 31st. Applicants filing after September 1st are
considered as having filed as of the following January 1st.
The months between are free.
Members will please send your 2012 dues of $100 to
Treasurer Robin Spencer at the address shown on page 2.

Interesting Web Sites & Miscellany
This space is set aside for those items that do not fall into
any particular category. If you have an interesting Web Site
that has anything to do with boating and/or the Great
Lakes this is the place for that information. Just forward
whatever you have to your editor.

http://www.wunderground.com A great weather site, with
astronomical data.
Http://www.intellicast.com
Also a useful Wx site, esp on an
Ipad
http://www.firstgov.com
Info on Gov’t and misc. data
http://gethuman.com/us/ Contact a real person, not a machine
http://www.maglite.com/knowledge.asp?
gclid=COa_4rPT8YgCFQGPWAodq32nsA
MagLite Info
http://www.cgaux.org/
http://thunderbay.noaa.gov/

US Coast Guard Auxiliary
NOAA Shipwreck Museum

http:www.boatnerd.com Great Lakes shipping and gen’l
info.
Tune your All Band receive radio to 10.000 Mhz for a super
accurate time signal from WWV in Ft. Collins CO. Also try
CHU Canada on 7.850 Mhz. Both of these services are
heard on regular AM, as well as on USB.
Also listen on 10.051Mhz (Upper Side Band) for Aircraft
Wx.

Meeting Dates
It looks like April 19th might be our first 2012 meeting,
if the Portage is open. Others will be May 17th, June
21st, July 19th, August 16th, September 20th, and
October 18th. We could have as many as 7 meetings at
the Portage or one other off site dinner.
Mark your calendars.

Contact John Vogelheim for these apparel items.
The sale may be still going on.
FOR SALE
Sailboat, 14 ft. This is an "Ace 14," as designed by
Arch Davis of Maine, and built by the seller in 2001.
Google "Arch Davis" and look at images of the Ace 14
on his website. Also refer to the "Learn to Sail" (page
5) in this issue of The Masthead for an image..
The lucky buyer will enjoy a boat that is fast,
responsive, and stable. Sail controls-(halliards, jib
reef line, and sheets) lead into the cockpit.
Centerboard operation is easy and well designed.
The only deviation from Mr. Davis' plan is the
substitution of a 1/4" thick steel centerboard for the
specified wood c/b.
Construction is of Okoume plywood on Mahogany
frames; using the WEST system--(Wood Epoxy
Satuation Technique). This assures a long life with
minimum maintenance. Only timely painting is
needed. This boat is ready for the water with no
maintenance requirements at this time. It is worth
noting that the foredeck and quarterdeck are
removable to allow access to these spaces as needed.
One person can erect the mast and rig the boat. As
noted earlier, this boat is equipped with a furling jib;
there is no reason for anyone to be on the foredeck at
any time.
"Kachina" will be at the 2012 Presque Isle Wooden
Boat Show. Prior to that, she will be available for
inspection at the seller's home, 17537 Grand Lake
Blvd. (989 95 2309) after May 25, 2012. This a perfect
small boat for Grand Lake.
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Learn How To Sail!!
Kids 8 and Up—Adults & Families

Safe, Fun, and All Equipment is Supplied!
Sponsored By
Presque Isle Harbor Association
Presque Isle Yacht club

Sign up for
2012!

Grand Lake Sportsmen’s Club
Presque Isle Community Men’s Club
Instruction By:
Alpena Youth Sail Club
CLASSES AVAILABLE AT:
Presque Isle Harbor Association Grand
Lake Beach House;
Mornings 11 am– 2 pm and Afternoons
2:45 - 5:45 on
July 23-27 and July 30-August 3.
For more Info, call Gary, 989 595 9007 or Pete Wilson,
(Alpena Agency) 989 354 2175
sailingyouth@hotmail.com
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Ethanol Laced Fuel - Or $7 Gallon
Gas
From Chuck Mosier
Editor’s Note:This article from Chuck Mosier was received too late
to be included in an earlier issue. Our conventional
wisdom on fuel handling must be modified for us to
live with the addition of ethanol.

Starting late last year most marinas began selling
fuel with 10% ethanol. All roadside gas stations have
been selling ethanol laced gas for some years. You
have heard the concerns about water pickup on
storage. Profit from my tale of woe.
On our last cruise in the fall of 2009 we tanked up at
a downstate marina before coming back to PI. The
boat ran fine on the way back, then it went into
winter storage in a pole barn . Both tanks were about
85% full. We got into water in 2010 somewhat late
because of other projects. While prepping for a run
to the Hessel boat show we ran up the engines;
starboard quit after about half hour. It would not
restart. The port engine was running OK.
A check found red liquid (water?) in the starboard
carburetor. bowl, and the fuel filter full of red liquid.
An inspection of the starboard tank revealed several
gallons red (water) bottoms and red liquid suspended
in the fuel layer. Port engine filters, carburetor, and
tank were affected, but much less so.

There is no bad fuel disposal service in PI. What are
we to do with 160 gallons of bad gas?
Multiple filter passes produced about 80 gallons of
really clean fuel, clear, bright yellow, zero water and
near zero ethanol. Put that back in the boat to fill
one tank 95% full, stabilized it and winter stored
boat. Also, we had about 80 gallons of still hazy fuel.
Decided it was easier and cheaper to change fuel
filters in cars, so burned it in cars, successfully.
That $3.50 / gallon fill ended up costing over $7 a
gallon and a lot of hassle.
The ethanol laced gasoline came from elsewhere, PI
harbor did not have ethanol laced fuel in 2009 or
2010. Probably part of the water came with a
downstate fill. Some probably was picked up with
tanks breathing in winter storage and in early
summer. Critical was the ethanol water mixture
suspended in gas. This can be as high as several
percent and rises with increasing temperature.
LESSON, since ethanol laced gas is now mandated
for all fuel, BURN IT, DON’T STORE IT. The
ethanol will absorb water from humid air as tanks
breathe through vents. The absorbed water will at
first suspend as a haze in gas helped by the detergent
in the gas. (just like grease in a dishwater).. If the
water concentration gets high enough the ethanol /
water mix will settle as bottoms, mostly water but
with a few percent gas. Keep outboard portable tanks
sealed except when running. For winter store, either
run tanks dry of fill to 95%..
Make sure deck fills seal tight.
Under no
circumstances use new 15% ethanol mix in in a boat.

This ole chemical engineer got to work. The red
bottom layer was mostly water with a very small
amount of gasoline / ethanol mix dissolved. The
suspended red material in bulk of gas was an ethanol
- water mixture that has about same density as
gasoline, thus suspended. The red color came from
somewhere upstream of the fuel fill nozzle that was
using old storage that had contained leaded gas at
one time. That red dye was both gasoline and water
soluble and is uniquely identifiable.
The DNR took a dim view of pumping out fuel at my
dock. So, we pulled the boat, had Thunder Bay
Marina find clean drums, rented a transfer pump
from Thunder Bay and pumped out gas. The pump
came with labor attached. Fine.

SEE and BEE
How many remember this ship? Early in WWII the gov’t
took her and converted her into a training aircraft carrier
based in Chicago as the “USS Wolverine.” President George
H.W. Bush practiced carrier landings on its deck. After the
war, she was scrapped.
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Nautical Miles, GPS and Log Readings
This artwork from the January-February 2012 issue of Good Old
Boat magazine is reproduced here with the kind permission of the
publisher. For more details on this subject, get a copy of the
magazine (or much better yet) subscribe to it. Contact Karen
Larson at karen@goodoldboat.com. This is a great magazine with
lots of interesting and unusual content.

The artwork above demonstrates how Planet Earth is measured. For our purposes, we must assume that the world is
spherical, instead of being what it really is—a oblate spheroid—just slightly fatter around the equator.
What this means is that, as shown above, one minute of latitude or longitude at the equator is defined as one nautical
mile, (NM) 6076 feet, and one second of arc (6076/60) is 101 feet. The drawing also shows that when your distance log or
GPS shows that you moved 1/100 of a nautical mile, you have traveled 60+ feet. Strictly speaking, the idea that 1 minute
is 1 nautical mile is true only at the equator in the east and west directions and true anywhere in the north and south
directions, because the distance between longitude lines (meridians) gets smaller as the poles are approached. Students
of spherical trigonometry and navigation can figure these distances for any latitude. At the poles, they are zero; all the
meridians come together at a point; the pole. Your GPS is smart and “knows” where you are, so it compensates for the
narrowing of the distance between meridians as you move away from the equator; showing your speed (knots) or
distance information (NM) no matter where you are. And remember that on the water “knots per hour,” is not a very
important quantity; a knot is defined as one nautical mile per hour—knots per hour suggests acceleration; nautical
miles per hour per hour. In an aircraft or spaceship acceleration IS important, but they probably call it ft/sec/sec
instead. Or maybe metres/sec/sec ? And note that your GPS most likely allows you to designate its output in statute miles
and miles per hour at 5280 ft/mile.
And be aware that the metre was originally defined as being 1/10,000,000 th of the distance from the equator to the
north pole. Multiply the 10,000,000 by 4 for the circumference of the Earth, (We assumed that it’s a sphere, remember?)
and the resulting 40,000,000 metres when converted into Statute Miles becomes a figure close to the familiar
approximation of 25,000 miles. Now think about the fact that being near 45 deg N latitude (Presque Isle) we are 1/2 way
to the North Pole; that is, 5,000,000 meters away from it. (3107 StatuteMiles)
DTM
12/30/11
40000000 x 39.37 x 1/12 x 1/5280 = 24854 Statute Miles -Metres converted to Statute Miles
60 x 360 = 21600 Nautical Miles -Circumferential Minutes converted to NM (by definition, 1 Min=1NM)
6076/5280 x 360 x 60 = 24856 Statute Miles -NM of circumference converted to Statute Miles

The Masthead
Fall 2011

The Presque Isle Yacht Club
Page 8

1st Class
Postage
THE MASTHEAD
A SEASONAL BULLETIN OF THE PRESQUE ISLE
YACHT CLUB
THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
P.O. BOX 171,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: eastgrandlaker@gmail.com
Commodore Bob Young
989 595 5239
Website:

presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of
the month, April through October. Social
hour begins at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting
follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the
Portage Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor.
State liquor laws must be observed during
all club functions at this establishment. No
drinks will be served after 2:00 a.m. and all
parties must vacate the premises by 2:30
a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the
Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the
Portage Restaurant. Open liquor or beer may
not leave the establishment
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome
at all club functions provided they are
accompanied by a member in good standing

PI County Rd 638
Grand Lake Rd
Portage
Restaurant

