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Words from Commodore
Ted MacKinnon
It was a long pull, but we finally bested winter and now can enjoy summer! And with so many ways to do so here in the Presque Isle area, no
one should have to wonder what to do next.

As we celebrate our nation’s birthday, nestled in
the beauty of, and surrounding Presque Isle Harbor, here’s wishing everyone a safe, happy and
peaceful summer, with
many new memories to be
made and shared with
family, friends or
strangers—who will no
longer be strangers, but
new friends!

We want to extend a "Thank You" to Gwen and Bob Mitchell for the
great job they did creating and editing "The Masthead" newsletter over the past years. This is
important work and their contributions are appreciated by all. Thanks also to Dave Wolf for volunteering to take up where the Mitchells left off. We look forward to Dave's version of the newsletter. Everyone is asked to be on alert for any interesting items that Dave can use in a current or
future issue; these can be articles from somewhere else, an interesting picture, something that
you have run across while surfing the internet, or just an opinion of your own. Forward any items
to Dave's email address - Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
Rick Gentges has been coordinating the revision to our By Laws. We expect to soon present
them to the membership on our Website presqueisleyc.org with a vote in July.
Finally, a 'Welcome' to the following recent new members: Tom and Judy Winkler, Janet
Young, Michael Bugenske, Tony Velat, and Beverly and David Wolf.
With summer upon us, enjoy it in this unique area.

Presque Isle Summary of Events

What is the Knot
shown at the top of
this page?
Find out on Page 2
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Summer Budget Report

Note: The budget report was not
available at the time this issue of
The Masthead
went to “press”.
An update will be provided as soon as
the report is available for publication.

Member Adventures & Trips
If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_W olf@Comcast.net) and
share any stories and photos that might be of interest!

Loraine and John
Wagner sent greetings
from Pentwater Yacht
Club on what was
clearly a gorgeous
day on Pentwater
Lake.

As we travel our separate paths and see the
world, we can relive
each others’ adventures
vicariously, through
sharing!

The featured knot is the:
Bowline, (pr onounced: bow lin) which may well be one of the
most universal and versatile knots in sailing. The bowline knot is
not only simple to tie, but also easy to untie after being subjected to
loads. Its forte, creating a loop, makes it great for ad-hoc mooring or
spring line.
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Planning On Cruising
Across Borders?
Here are some issues to consider first….
The Great Lakes offer many great cruising opportunities for boaters and Presque Isle Harbor is a perfectly-situated “jumping off” spot for cruising in Canadian waters. The spectacular North Channel area
is a mere 40 miles across the open water from
Presque Isle – the shortest route from Lower Michigan. While the North Channel is often cited as the
premier freshwater cruising on the planet, getting
there – and then getting back again – raises some
specific concerns for boaters.
Aside from the significant open-water crossing,
which requires close attention to details such as predictions for weather and sea conditions, navigational
abilities and equipment, and the vessel’s capabilities, there is also the added detail of crossing an international border.
Many years ago, when driving to and from Canada
seemed not much different than crossing state lines,
boating across the border was a relatively-informal
process. One could dock the boat upon arrival, call
into the local customs office (or officer, who might
operate out of his or her residence) and report the
arrival.
After a few obligatory questions about citizenship,
pet vaccinations and queries about items that were
being brought into the country, there was generally
a warm welcome extended, along with an official
“number” to write down and post in a window of the
vessel (indicating that customs had been cleared)
and cheery wish to enjoy the time in Canada. Returning to the United States was generally handled
in a similar fashion, by phoning in to the number
generally posted by the harbor’s payphone. (Does
anyone remember what a payphone looks like?)
Subsequent to the terrorist attacks America experienced in 2001, carried out by individuals who were
lawfully within the US and not anyone sneaking
across the border, the ability to easily travel between our two friendly nations was altered and complicated significantly.
Although we had sailed back and forth across the
border in the “usual” manner for decades, one year
(post-9/11) we were surprised to discover, upon returning to Presque Isle Harbor from Canada, that
the reentry protocol had changed. When we called in
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

to be cleared by the customs officer (out of Rogers City)
as we had done for years, we were informed that there
were no longer customs officials in Rogers City or other
small ports and that vessels returning from Canada
were now required to enter through a “Port of Entry”,
which meant Sault Sainte Marie, Port Huron or Detroit,
unless all persons on board had NEXUS Cards identifying them as “trusted travelers”. (I am still perplexed as
to how eliminating local Customs and Immigration officials along the coastal areas of Michigan improved our
security, but that’s what happened.)
Fortunately, since our dogs were hopelessly desperate
for a pit stop on shore and the nearest Port of Entry was
two days’ sail in either direction, the Customs and Immigration officer that we were in contact with took pity
on us. After providing more extensive information than
would be required for us to obtain a mortgage and adopt
a child, we were allowed entry back into our United
States – upon faithfully promising the officer that we
would apply for and obtain NEXUS cards prior to our
next cross-border adventure, which we did.
NEXUS cards are roughly equivalent to the Canadianissued CANPASS. Both provide an expedited ability to
enter either country from the other, including the ability
to reenter through a non-Port of Entry location such as
Presque Isle Harbor, Rogers City, or Alpena. Our experience has shown that the US border entry process has
been more restrictive than Canada’s, therefor NEXUS
cards would seem to be preferred
for US citizens, although
CANPASS is apparently also available to US citizens as well.
The process for obtaining a NEXUS
card involves an application, with a
non-refundable fee of $50. Following the application, the applicant
must make an appointment for an
in-person interview, fingerprinting,
and photograph. That in-person
interview must occur at one of the
Ports of Entry: Sault Ste. Marie,
Port Huron, or Detroit. Shortly
thereafter, presuming that one
passes the background check, a
NEXUS card (as shown to the
right) will be sent out. The card
bears the holder’s photograph, Date
of Birth, Gender, Citizenship and
Expiration Date, as well as an embedded RFID chip to transmit information at border
crossing locations outfitted with special sensors.
An added benefit (at least of NEXUS cards) is that
when crossing the border by vehicle, the NEXUS lane
for trusted travelers may be used, which generally has a
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shorter and faster line. It must be noted that, whether by land or by sea, to be able to use benefits provided by NEXUS, ALL persons aboard the vessel
or aircraft, or in the vehicle crossing the border
MUST be NEXUS card holders. If anyone aboard or
in the vehicle is not a NEXUS holder, then normal border crossing protocols must be followed, including reporting to a Port of Entry which, especially with a watercraft, may be a significant distance from where landfall is desired!
Assuming that your travels will actually take you
through a Port of Entry, you (and any fellow travelers)
will need, at minimum, a Passport, U.S. Passport
Card, or an Enhanced Driver’s License.
It is also important to know what items are permissible
to be taken across borders. Both the USA and Canada
have restrictions on numerous items:
Firearms are generally prohibited in Canada, other
than certain weapons used for hunting or other permissible purposes. If you have a need to take any
firearm across the border into Canada, be sure to
clear it first by contacting the Canadian authorities.
If it is permitted to be taken into Canada, make
certain to declare it when crossing the border
and/or checking in.
Numerous fruits and vegetables are prohibited from
coming into the USA from Canada. Even those that
are permitted must still be declared
for inspection. For further information see the webpage on Bringing Food into the U.S. and contact
Customs if there are questions.
Alcoholic beverages must be
declared at border crossings. Generally, one liter per adult (over 21)
coming into the USA, and when
entering Canada, U.S. citizens can
bring 1.5 liters of wine, or 1.14 liters (40 ounces) of liquor, or 24 cans
or bottles of beer. In any case, confirm with Canada Border Services
Agency or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection if there is any question.
Tobacco products are also limited by both countries.
The bottom line is to plan ahead
properly before traveling across
borders.
For further information on the NEXUS program, contact: U.S. Customs and Border Protection
For further information on the CANPASS program, contact: Canada Border Services Agency

The Masthead

Page 4

The Masthead

The Presque Isle Yacht Club

Sailing Class Update

This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Nominally we meet on the 3rd Thursday of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner. Note some photos of the
last meetings which are shown on the following page...

Note: Club Meeting dates
for July and August 2016
Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
July 26th—Portage
August 18th—Portage

The official registration form can be downloaded at
grandlakesailing.org for the registration form. The
official registration form from grandlakesailing.org
is the only registration that will be accepted.
For additional information, please contact:
Gary Hagen
21635 US Hwy 23 South
Presque Isle, Mi 49777
989-889-2919
sailingyouth@hotmail.com

See Page 6 for some classics...
Wooden Boat Show Pictures!
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Our April 28th meeting at the Portage Restaurant
was well attended and the dinner, as usual, was
exceptional. As the your new Editor of The Masthead, a change occurring at that meeting, it was
great to see old friends from the yachting community and to meet many new ones. Hopefully, as
our schedules smooth out a bit, I’ll be able to be
more active. Though my wife Bev and I have been
Presque Isle Harbor Association property owners
for over thirty years, we haven’t managed to actually live here. Yet. But we are working on that!
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Michigan Boating Shows Schedule Going Forward
2016-2017

Show Name
Dates
Port Sanilac Antique and Classic Boat Show08/12/16 - 08/13/16
09/15/16 - 09/18/16
Metropark Boat Show
01/12/17 - 01/15/17
Ultimate Fishing Show Detroit
02/23/17 - 02/26/17
Novi Michigan Outdoorama
02/25/17 - 02/26/17
Traverse City Boat Show
03/16/17 - 03/19/17
Novi Boating Show
03/16/17 - 03/19/17
Ultimate Sport Show - Grand Rapids

Location
Port Sanilac, Michigan
Harrison Township, Michigan
Novi, Michigan
Novi, Michigan
Acme, Michigan
Novi, Michigan
Grand Rapids, Michigan

The 24th Annual Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show
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The 24th Annual Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show (Cont’d)
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The 24th Annual Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show (Cont’d)
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors

Commodore

Ron Smolinski

Ted MacKinnon

PO Box 22
16625 Pine St.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

George S. (Gus)
Hoster

19534 Warwick
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
248-647-1628
Summer Address
17537 Grand Lake Blvd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-595-2309

Vice Commodore
Rick Gentges

PO Box 181
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849
rjgentges@yahoo.com

989-595-2318

PO Box 59 /
8636 E Grand Lake Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
614 440 2434 Summer

Email:
ronjansmo@yahoo.com

5777 Bastille PL
Columbus OH 43213
614 367 1784 Winter

Winter Address
3808 Hillsdale Dr.
Auburn Hills, Mi 48326
248-377-9911

Robin Spencer

News letter
Editor
Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net

248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

PO Box 84
Presque Isle MI 49777
989 595 6970 Summer
754 Munson Ave
Traverse City MI 49686
231 929 4684 Work
Email: hattie1@charter.net

Secretary

Betty Ruczynski

Betty Ruczynski

7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352 697 0089
Secondary 989 595 5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352 697 0089
Secondary 989 595 5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

Thanks to Contributors
Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel Janet Young
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 595 2132

The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around:
Planning Ahead for the Fall and future Issues: If you
have anything that is pertinent or of general interest, please
get it to the New Editor via Email. Please submit text in
MS Word for mat (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf
(Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your summer spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Paul Hawkins 989 734 5663
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YACHT CLUB
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THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
18966 EVERGREEN RD,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: eastgrandlaker@gmail.com
Commodore Ted MacKinnon
248-647-1628
Website:

presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, April through October. Social hour begins
at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W)
State liquor laws must be observed during all club
functions at this establishment. No drinks will be
served after 2:00 a.m. and all parties must vacate
the premises by 2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor, wine, beer or alcoholic beverages may not leave the establishment.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
PI County Rd 638
member in good standing.
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

