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Words from Commodore

Presque Isle lights
from altitude

Spring Going to Summer 2014 at Presque Isle and Grand
Lake-

The Old light

In the words of our founding Commodore, Ralph Fletcher,
the perfect blend of Yoga and exercise is to "take a brisk
sit". I want you to think about that... and then consider how you'd take a brisk
sit. You have to prepare, of course!
And you can also multi-task and do more than the core exercise... but not too much.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The New light

5.
6.
7.
8.

Featured Stories
Begin on page 2
Membership Dues
& Information:
Please see Page 7

Add a libation.
(be sure to add the proper sun-screen if you're sitting in the sun.)
Keep one eye open if you're watching the grandkids.
As noted... it's a brisk sit. So don't do too much. Focus on the task... Nothing
else.
Smile.
Driving doesn't count... you must be facing a lake, and of course, sitting down.
So, getting back to being prepared, get in your favorite chair... folding style, Adirondack, (hammock?) or plunk yourself down on the sand.
This is summer at the lake good Karma, breathe in the air stuff, so do just
that. Breathe deeply and relax. You know how terrific the fresh air is here... so
do lots of it.

There you go... experiment with the theme, try some variations and see if you don't
feel recharged and relaxed.
For my medical research on this project, I recall a very insightful bit of advice I
heard from our Lake Esau (LEPIYC chapter member) Dr. William Gaasch. Dr.
Bill maintains that we are allocated only so many heartbeats (really), so why use
(see next page for continuation)
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Words from Commodore
Cont’d.

Technology and Light Houses

them up prematurely? This excerpt of a lengthy
explanation of how the heart works by Bill can
be further explained when he and Rita return
this summer. You can ask him yourself during
cocktail hour.
There you have it. Get ready for Summer at
Presque Isle, and enjoy a summer in heaven after a winter from hell. As of April 22’nd, 2014,
the snow is mostly gone, other than a few stubborn drifts, and the lake is starting it's change
of color. Last weekend there were still ice shanties on it, along with snowmobiles. Summer
WILL COME.

Their faint beams made lighthouses largely useless until the 1819 invention of a lens that vastly
improved safety for sailors near shore.
A Book Review: 'A Short Bright Flash' by Theresa
Levitt

By Friday April 23’d it was open sailing...Let's
hope the only thing brisk is your sitting... not
the weather.
Bob Young
Commodore PIYC

Knowledge Quiz
The term: “High & Dry”
What are the roots of the term? What does
it really mean? What is the history ?
(See page 6 for the answers)

To maintain infrastructure and promote commerce,
modern nations have always depended on rigorously
trained engineers. The first formal school of civil (as
opposed to military) engineering anywhere was
France's École nationale des ponts et chaussées, established in 1747, which focused on bridges and roads. In
the early 19th century, students typically entered this
postgraduate school after leaving the École polytechnique, whose scientific and technical curriculum
served as a model for West Point.
It was into this Parisian academic culture that the subject of Theresa Levitt's captivating "A Short Bright
Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern
Lighthouse," was inserted at the young age of 16.
Born in Normandy in 1788, Fresnel, like a lot of engineers-to-be, had already demonstrated an affinity for
science and mathematics. But he was drawn to solving
practical problems . (see page 4)

Marlin Spike
K n o t s - H i s t o r y, O r i g i n s a n d
Uses
(See Page 3 for discussion)
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Pending Events – Regionally


PIYC Fund Raiser to be announced



Double Handed Sailing race from
Port Huron – Rogers City



Mackinaw Sailing races



Wooden Boat Show



Corvette Club & Touring Motor
Cycle Club event



Youth Sailing Lessons



PIYC Bike fleet /Boater gift bags
for visiting yachts



PI Fireworks



Bass fishing Tournament Groups

Member Recognition
Acknowledgement of John Vogelheim for Community contributions and his recent invittion/acceptance
to lead the 2014 Nautical Festival parade as its Grand
Marshal

Updates to each will be made at the monthly meetings

Marlin Spike
K n o t s - H i s t o r y, O r i g i n s a n d U s e s
Continued from page 2

Cave dwellers tied knots. The1960s American knotting
writer, Cyrus Lawrence Day, believed that knots pre-dated
(perhaps by several millenia) the time when humankind
learned to use fire and cultivate the soil, invented the wheel
and harnessed the wind. Unfortunately, any tangible evidence
for this has long ago decomposed, but the first knotted materials are likely to have been vines, sinews and raw-hide strips
from animal carcasses. There are some credible clues
from non-perishable artifacts’ dug up by archaeologists that
humans used knots and cordage more than 300,000 years
ago.

So we know that Neolithic folk tied the overhand
knot and half hitch, reef square) knot, clove hitch
and a running noose — and probably others too.
They used them to snare animals, catch fish, tote
loads and perhaps as surgical slings to name a
few.

Knotting is an enjoyable pastime. Most people can
learn to tie knots and soon acquire an
impressive repertoire. Knot tying is as absorbing as
reading a good book, and the end product
is as satisfactory as a completed crossword or jigsaw
puzzle — but with many more practical
applications. Everyone ought to know a few knots;
that is why the International Guild of
Knot Tvers (IGKT), founded in 1982, is now a recognized educational charity. Nobody should
be over-dependent upon safety pins and superglues,
patent zips (zippers) and clips and other fastenings,
However, there is nothing to indicate what knots were emwhen a suitable length of cord and the right combinaployed before the earliest surviving specimens, less than
tion of knots are cheaper, consume less of the
10,000 years old — fragments of nets, fishing lines, amulets
planet's scarce energy resources and often work betand clothes — found in prehistoric garbage dumps and with
ter (continued on page 4)
mummified bog bodies.
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Member Announcements

(Continued from page 2)

A Short Bright Flash



PIYC welcomes Sandy and Tm Boaks as new
members



We are happy to report that Dean Dietrich &
Richard Vogelheim are both recovering from
recent illness

(Norton, 281 pages,

much as to their theoretical underpinnings, and there
were plenty of problems to solve in France, whose
infrastructure had been neglected during the Revolution.
Fresnel's first job after his 1809 graduation from "les
Ponts" was overseeing road building in a remote area,
which left him intellectually isolated. In his spare time
he would "speculate on philosophical matters," and he
soon became interested in the physics of light, a subject that at the time was dominated by Newton's particulate theory. But the concept of a light beam composed of particles appeared incompatible with the
phenomenon of diffraction, in which light passing
through a narrow slit spreads out in a pattern of alternating light and dark bands, rather than the even glow
one would expect. Fresnel explained the phenomenon
by imagining light as a wave, but this unorthodox
view put him at odds with the old guard. His persistence and his brilliant analysis and demonstration,
however, won him the Grand Prize from the Académie
des sciences in an 1819 competition. This naturally
put Fresnel in a different class, and he sought opportunities to solve problems more challenging than building roads.
Ms. Levitt recounts all this in fine prose, combining
matters of biography, science, engineering, technology, art, history, economics and politics seemingly
effortlessly and definitely seamlessly. "A Short Bright
Flash" is an excellent book and a joy to read.

K n o t s - H i s t o r y, O r i g i n s a n d
Uses
Continued from page 3
There are several thousand individual knots and an
almost infinite number of variations of some of
them. In addition, new knots emerge every year from
the fingers of innovative knot tiers to increase the
existing numbers.
KEY TO KNOT USER GROUPS
Angling/Fishing
Boating/Sailing
Caving/Climbing
General Purpose

Members please advise of new births, marriages, and
other life changing events for the next publication

Tom & Sandy

Boaks

KNOT LORE

Knotted cords were used in primitive cultures to
keep track of dates, events and genealogies; to recount folk lore and legends; as mnemonic memory
cues in prayer and to record trading transactions and
inventories. The abacus probably evolved from knotted cords.
SAILORS
It is not necessary to like boats to enjoy knot tying.
Indeed boating these days yields few opportunities
tie knots. It is equally wrong to assume that knot
tying emerged only from sailing-ship crews. It is
true that it flourished when
rope work evolved aboard the massive squarerigged warships and merchantmen of the 18th and
19th centuries when sailors had to cope with increasingly complex rigging.
The next Masthead will further the discussion of knots,
member feedback would be appreciated.
Information in this article were excerpts from Geoffrey
Budworth, author of The Ultimate Encyclopedia of Knots
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The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated
are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest
to our members. Please submit such communications
to the Editors as soon as possible.:
Bob & Gwen Mitchell Email: RMITCH4@hotmail.com
PO Box 98
Presque Isle, Mi 49777
(586) 899-3323 cell
Note for communications:
Contact by email or phone is critical !
PIYC Mailing Address:
18966 Evergreen Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

Website: presqueisleyc.org
989 595 5239 (Bob Young)

Sailing Class Status
From Gary Hagen
Web site: grandlakesailing.org
The youth sailing camp on Grand Lake The location will
be the same as previous years, Presque Isle Harbor Association Beach Club.
The 2014 Grand Lake Youth Sailing Camp will be July
28-August 1, 2014. Last year we expanded the program to
allow the kids who graduated from the beginners class the
move onto the intermediate class that included th JY15
boats. The JY 15 boats are dual sails, bigger and faster.
This is the introduction to real racing.
We have added a little more excitement to the program by
adding a catamaran to our fleet. If the more experienced
sailor would like to test their skills this boat will be available.
The Camp would like to continue to thank Bob Young and
Lucian Leone for donating boats for the program.
If the kids who graduate the intermediate sailing skills and
would like to experience Lake Huron sailing out of Alpena
there are also opportunities.

Meeting Dates
Nominally we meet on the 3rd Thursday of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on the meeting locations; members will be
advised of any changes in a timely manner.

Presque Isle Yacht Club Membership and Dues / 2014

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization dedicated to the establishment and growth of a yachting community in Presque Isle Harbor Michigan.
Annual dues are $100 with a one time burgee fee of $25.
There is no initiation fee for membership. From time to
time various clothing and nautical accessory items may be
available at market prices. See page 6 for a membership
application
The club membership year is January 1st through December 31st. Applicants filing after September 1st are considered as having filed as of the following January 1st. The
months between are free.

Please send to Robin Spencer at his Winter Address
shown on page 3

The program would love to have a couple of the students
become certified. They could then instruct the Kids in the
Grand Lake Program. This is a great summer job and the
rewards are many.
The program is growing which takes students from the
age of 8 years old to ?? and can advance to international
racing and/or become a certified instructor.
The Grand Lake Regatta is August 2, 2014 and we would
love to have a few of our studentss compete in the race.
I will be sending out registration information and more on
the program as the snow melts.
If anyone has any questions I can be contacted at 989-8842919.
My address is 21635 US Hwy 23 South, Presque Isle,
Mi. 47777. telephone number is 989-884-2919.
We need participation, so spread the word, plan your
vacation, and enjoy Grand Lake !
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Officers

More Directors

Winter Addresses

Commodore

Treasurer

Bob Young

Robin Spencer

Barbara Dietrich

18966 Evergreen Rd

Summer Contact

17251 Highland Pines Rd

Presque Isle MI 49777

PO Box 84

Presque Isle, MI 49777

White Springs, FL
32096

989 595 5239

Presque Isle MI 49777

989 595 6680

386 397 1191

Email:
bob@youngappliance.com

989 595 6970

Vice Commodore

During Winter

George (Gus) Hoster

Gary Hagen

754 Munson Ave

PO Box 59/8784 E Grand Lake Rd 5777 Bastille Place

21635 US23 South

Traverse City, MI 49686

Presque Isle, MI 49777

Columbus, OH 43213

Presque Isle MI 49777

231 929 4684

989 595 2132 Summer

614 367 1318

989 595 9007

Email:
hatie1@charter.net

Email— skeeking3@aol.com

PO Box 502

Email— dtrick@windstream.net

Ted MacKinnon

Email:
gchag@hotmail.com
Secretary

Curtis Eagle
101 N Industrial Dr

17537 Grand Lake Blvd

19534 Warwick

Presque Isle, MI 49777

Beverly Hills, MI 48025

989 595 2309 Summer

248 647 1628

Email— nw8w@att.net

Alpena MI 49707
989 356 2726
Email cdeagle@
eaglecompanies.com

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and the Editor appreciate any material from members
for The Masthead.. For this issue, the following people have
provided articles and/or images:

NOTE:- Officers are Directors

Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel Paul Hawkins
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 734 5663
989 595 2132

PI Yacht Club Clothing
We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. It will be Summer Soon !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Paul Hawkins

Bob Young, Ted MacKinnon, Joe Vallee

Planning Ahead for the Summer Issue : The Editorial Staff
Needs Your Help:
If you have anything that is pertinent or of general interest,
please get it to the Editors via Email. Please submit text in either
“text,” “rtf, ” or MSWord format. Images in ‘jpg’ or ’bmp’
format are preferred, although others can be handled.

Explanation of the term: “High & Dry”:
It’s to be left without any help at all !
The nautical term stems from a ship being left
grounded on low tide (beached). With a ship in this condition the Captain was powerless
to resolve his situation, until the tide returned and re-floated his ship. The term was first
used in the London Times in 1796 and the news was about a Russian frigate “Archipelago”
which was caught aground as the tide ebbed and she was left high and dry !
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T H E M A S T H EA D
A S EA S O NA L BU L L ET I N O F T H E P R ES QU E I S L E
Y A C HT CL U B

1st Class
Postage

T H E P R ES QU E I S L E Y A C HT C L U B
1 8 9 6 6 EV ER G R E E N R D,
P R ES QU E I S L E, M I 4 9 7 7 7

For Information
Email: eastgrandlaker@gmail.com
Commodore Bob Young
989 595 5239
Website:

presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of
the month, April through October unless
special notice is given. Social hour begins at
6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor.
State liquor laws must be observed during
all club functions at this establishment. No
drinks will be served after 2:00 a.m. and all
parties must vacate the premises by 2:30
a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the premises
must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor or beer may not leave the
establishment
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome
at all club functions provided they are accompanied by a member in good standing

PI County Rd 638
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

