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Our Mission Statement- To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship
among boaters interested in the welfare & development of Lake Huron's beautiful
Presque Isle Harbor.
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What is the Knot
shown at the top of
this page?
Find out on Page 2

Words from Commodore
Ted MacKinnon
It looks like the shank of Summer 2015 has come
and gone now that the weather has changed and
there is scattered color in the trees.
With September, October and the remaining
months of 2015 still ahead of us it’s time to make ready for
winter and plan for 2016. Among the plans for 2016, the
Presque Isle Yacht Club will continue to seek upgrades for the
cell-phone and Internet accesses in our harbor.
Recently the bicycles were inventoried and they are in generally good condition. If anyone had any doubt as to how frequently they are used, a count of the available records showed
that there were nearly 90 individual ‘sign outs’ in July. We
have received compliments for providing this service for those
who visit Presque Isle.
As the Club continues to pursue both short and longer term
objectives, addresses member contributions and areas of required action, this issue of the news letter provides a topic of
discussion and significant historical protocol for its Members,
the Harbor, State and other Yacht Clubs which may face similar issues. Take a look at the article, page 2 on Flags & their
display.
See you all at the next meeting September 17th .
Ted
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Flags & their Display

Boat Parade & Show

The Presque Isle Harbor flagpole and how the flags
are displayed has been a topic of conversation for
several years. To understand why this is so, one
must examine why the flagpole is arranged the way
it is. It has been the custom that marinas and particularly yacht clubs have a unique flagpole that
simulates the after mast of a 19th century sailing
ship. Look at the image of the USS Constitution, and
note that the US flag is being flown from the end of
the gaff to which the top edge of the sail would be
secured. In keeping with this tradition, marina and
yacht club poles are equipped with a gaff that intended to be where the US flay is hoisted. The
“starboard” end of the yardarm that is parallel to the
sea or ground is where the flag of a visiting yacht’s
country (or, in this instance, the flag of the State of
Michigan) is to be displayed--this is traditionally the
place of honor. The very top of the pole is reserved
for the pennant or signal of the host location; in this
case, the pennant of the Presque Isle Yacht Club
should fly there.

The boat show was another success. Below see a collage of pictures that capture the spirit of the entries and
the parade :

Years ago some well meaning but misinformed person in the DNR apparently took exception
to how the flags were being properly displayed,
reasoning that the US flag should always be
at the highest point—generally a true conclusion,
but the case at hand is a notable exception relying on
the conventions followed in the days of “wooden
ships and Iron men.” Currently the US flag is flown
at the top of the Presque Isle pole, and the gaff has
been removed! The Michigan flag has been seen on
the “port” end of the yardarm, rather than on the
other honored end.
Anyone in the State of Michigan Government who
reads this might be urged to see that the DNR rules
regarding flag display are revised and reflect the age
-old customs of the sea: Fly the US flag from the gaff,
the Michigan flag from the ‘starboard’ end of the
yardarm, and the local pennant or burgee at the top
of the pole.

The featured knot is the Overhand Bend… Also
known as the Tape Knot. Recommended for tubular
woven webbing, the largest cables or angling monofilaments.
See : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zoT_Up84MZg
Knowledge Quiz: Ans = C, Page 7

See Next Page for continuation of PICs

USS Constitution; Note the Flag Position
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Boat Parade & Show Continued
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Boat Parade & Show Continued
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PIYC Dinner
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Thanks to Contributors
Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel Paul Hawkins
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 734 5663
989 595 2132

The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead.. For this issue, the following people have provided articles and/or images:
Ron & Janice Smolinski, Gary Hagen,
Ted MacKinnon,

New Volunteer Editors are Sought for a 2
yr commitment.. Call Gwen & Bob
Planning Ahead for the Winter Issue : If you have
anything that is pertinent or of general interest, please get it
to the Editors on a via Email. Please submit text in either
“text,” “rtf, ” or MSWord format. Images in ‘jpg’ or ’bmp’
format are preferred, although others can be handled.

PI Yacht Club Clothing
We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. It will be Winter Soon !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Paul Hawkins
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The Masthead

Sailing Class Status

This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.

From Gary Hagen

We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.:

Meeting Dates
Nominally we meet on the 3rd Thursday of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner. Note pictures of the last
meeting in May are shown on the following page...

Budget Review
There was little activity regarding budget matters
since the last meeting and report. An end of the
year report will be provided in the Winter News
Letter.

Web site: grandlakesailing.org
This year
proved to be a great year. We had 43 kids in the
program. The most ever. The kids had a wonderful
time. However, the instructors had to move some
of the beginners to the afternoon session to even
out the numbers.
A special thanks go out to Alpena Youth Sailing
Club for all the equipment and instructors. Many
thanks to sponsors like the Presque Isle Yacht
Club and the Presque Isle Community Men's club.
The Presque Isle Harbor Association allowed us to
use their Beach Club Facility which in my observation there is no better place to have sailing lessons
for the kids. In addition, a special thanks goes out
to Steve Lang who coordinates and supplies all the
food and trophies for the kids on Friday.
Presque Isle and Grand Lake is a special place due
to the people and the natural resources.
We thank all who participated in this years event
and look forward to next year..
Sincerely
Gary Hagen

If anyone has any questions, please call 989-8842919.
MAILING address is 21635 US Hwy 23 South,
Presque Isle, Mi. 47777.
Telephone number is 989-884-2919.
Email: sailingyouth@hotmail.com
____________________________________________

News
With remorse we inform other members that
Dean Dietrich passed away in August. He will be
fondly remembered .

Knowledge
Quiz: ???
See page 2 in
the box
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THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
18966 EVERGREEN RD,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: eastgrandlaker@gmail.com
Commodore Ted MacKinnon
248-647-1628
Website: presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, April through October. Social hour begins
at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor. State liquor laws
must be observed during all club functions at this
establishment. No drinks will be served after 2:00
a.m. and all parties must vacate the premises by
2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage.
All liquor consumed on the premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor or
beer may not leave the establishment
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
member in good standing
PI County Rd
638
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

