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Sailing Again!

—

Now that summer is in full swing, life in Presque Isle seems to be getting back to what feels like
its normal, vibrant self. It has been nice to be able to once again come together for events such as
the Fireside 500, the Wooden Boat Show, fireworks displays, parades and other public and family
gatherings. Hopefully everyone was able to enjoy the great Fourth of July events, especially with
the wonderful weather that we had!
With many people being vaccinated, Covid is presenting less risk to the community. Hopefully
there is enough resistance in the “herd” to halt transmission and prevent mutations of the virus.
We certainly do not want to go back to what we endured over the past year and a half. Continued measures of caution
will go a long way in keeping those risks at bay.
The Fireside 500 was a wonderful event. Once again, the participants were thrilled with the venue, and the community
support was outstanding. Following on the heels of the races, the Wooden Boat Show brought many people out to the arContinued on Page 5
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Editor’s Note: So many beautiful wooden boats were on display at this year’s Wooden Boat Show, many of them
Chris-Crafts — a brand with Michigan roots still known for high-end luxury, craftsmanship and performance. To be
kept in show worthy condition, each of the boats on display must have undergone painstaking restoration and require
more than run-of-the-mill upkeep. I wanted to find out more about what makes Chris-Craft wooden boats special, so
read on for the story.

Christopher Columbus Smith built
his first wooden boat in 1874 at the
age of 13 His boats – referred to as
“punts” or “skiffs”– quickly earned
him a reputation as a master boat
builder, and the demand for them
grew and by 1874, Chris and his
brother Hank were producing boats
full-time.
By the late 1920s, the company had
extended its market into the middle
class when it became one of the first
mass-producers of civilian pleasure
boats. At a time when most powerboats were hand built, the company
began assembly line production at
their plant in Algonac, Michigan,
dramatically lowering production
costs. Engines were supplied by
both Ford and Chrysler, and by the
Hercules Engine Company in later
models.
In 1927, the company introduced
the Cadet, an affordable 22' runabout. At the time, the domain of
speedboats was largely confined to
the wealthy. Its innovative advertising campaign promised a piece of
"the good life" to the growing American middle class. The company sold
its boats on the installment plan,
making them among the first powerboats available to the general population.
The Great Depression robbed many
Americans of discretionary income,
and Chris-Craft sales suffered. The
company introduced a line of lowpriced powerboats to stay solvent.
By 1935, a 15.5' utility boat sold for
as little as US$406. During World
War II, the company began building
patrol boats, utility launches, and
rescue vessels for the United States
Navy and Army. And by 1945, had
built nearly 12,000 military vessels.
Continued on Page 3

-

Captain’s Quiz
Ahoy! You may have mastered last issue’s quiz but this one is certainly
not for landlubbers! No cheating. Answers will appear in the next issue.

A. A tool for opening the strands of a rope when splicing.
B. Type of anchor designed to hold in sand.
C. Fishing gear.
D. Type of electrical interference in marine radios.

A. Ornate decoration awarded for valor at sea.
B. Required supply in Coast Guard medical kits.
C. A storage space in the stern.
D. Smaller version of a lazar tool.
Answers to Last Quarter’s Quiz: Orlop deck (C) The lowest deck in a
large ship; Scantlings (D) Timbers to which planks are attached to form

The Masthead

Presque Isle Yacht Club

Page 3

Continued from Page 2

After the war, Chris-Craft introduced a new lineup of civilian pleasure boats in time for the massive American consumer expansion of the 1950s. That decade marked the
height of company prestige, and the Chris-Craft brand name
became virtually synonymous with pleasure boating. The
company offered 159 different models, and it was the sales
leader in many categories of small civilian powerboats.
The company sold high-end boats to famous customers such
as Dean Martin, Katharine Hepburn, Frank Sinatra, and
Elvis Presley. Their boats were often made from the finest
mahogany and were considered to be among the best available. They were easy to operate, a must for their "weekend
sailor" owners. In some circles, owning a Chris-Craft was
expected. Even their lower-priced boats were considered to
be of high quality, often featuring such luxurious items as a
liberal use of mahogany, teak, and brass.

Leird & Judy Cameron
Sean Royer & Carter Fagan
Jason & Leigh Ann Jewell
Edward & Allegra Klimczak
Steve & Jane Kroll
Jeffrey & Wendy Price

Although Chris-Craft manufactured its first fiberglass boat
in 1955, they continued to produce wooden boats until 1972
-- marking the end of an era with their last mahogany boat
– a 57-foot Constellation.
Throughout the 1980s and 90s, the company went through
several ownership changes but remained focused on building high quality sport boats for their traditional customers
along with high-performance racing catamarans.
Today, Chris-Craft builds luxury runabouts, center consoles
and cruisers ranging from 25 to 35 feet in length. reflecting
a more modern version of the original sport boat, while paying homage to their unforgettable heritage including handcrafted teak accents and flooring, stainless steel burgee
holders and trumpet horns.

Boat Drinks
Black-Eyed Susan Cocktail - Quick and refreshing. Makes two servings.
Ingredients:
3/4 cup orange juice
1/2 cup pineapple juice
1-1/2 oz vodka
1-1/2 oz light rum
1 oz orange liquor
Directions:

The Holiday line was considered a radical departure
from Chris Craft’s utility boat design. This wooden
runabout was designed as a day boat for families. Less
than one hundred of Holiday boats were built in each
year of manufacture.

Stir together all five ingredients. Fill two 12 oz
glasses with ice. Pour mixture over ice and serve
immediately.
Watch more of the
Chris-Craft story here:

The Masthead

Page 4

Presque Isle Yacht Club

—
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Returning to Grand Lake after
the pandemic break, almost 60
racers competed in the 2021 Fireside 500. Drivers from Michigan,
Ohio, Wisconsin and Georgia attracted fans and onlookers both in
the water and on the shore. Racers maneuvered their stock outboards along a short course and a
marathon course which circumnavigated Grand Island. Under
normal conditions, these small
fiberglass or wooden boats speed
along at 60 MPH but Sunday’s
windy conditions slowed the
speeds and eventually required
cancellation of the closed course
race. PIYC is a major sponsor of
this event.
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Continued from Page 1

ea for a weekend of fun. Presque Isle Township’s fireworks
display was once again spectacular, following its hiatus in
2020.

July
Ongoing —
—

-

–

17th—GLA Cornhole Tournament 1PM-4PM @
Homestead Park
21st — PI Twp Music at the Lighthouse 6PM-9PM
(Charles Madison and Mark Tarsney )
26th-30th — Youth Sailing Camp
28th — PI Twp Music at the Lighthouse 6PM9PM (LBA)
30th & 31st — Garage Sale Days

August
Ongoing —
—

-

–

7th — GLA Sailing Regatta 1:30 PM on Grand
Lake
14th — GLA Arts & Crafts Show 10AM-4PM @
Homestead Park
21st — GLA Poder Run 5PM-7PM

September
4th — GLA Pancake Breakfast 8-10:30 AM @
Presque Isle Lodge

It has been wonderful for the Presque Isle Yacht Club to
return to holding membership meetings in person – not
being relegated to “Zoom status!” Many thanks to Up
North 23 Restaurant and Lounge and to Robin Spencer
and the Presque Isle Lodge for working so hard to accommodate our needs as we transition out of the Covid posture that gripped our communities over the last year.
Presque Isle Yacht Club’s upcoming summer membership
meetings will be at the Presque Isle Lodge, on July 15th
and August 19th. As always, should any changes to that
schedule become necessary, a notice will be sent out as
soon as possible via email. We look forward to having
strong turnout and enjoying the social interaction!
Looking to the western states, with their scorching heat
and drought conditions, the benefits provided by our Great
Lakes are even more appreciated. As temperatures soared
in mid- and southern-Michigan in the past weeks, it was
interesting to note the ten- to fifteen-degree temperature
relief that ran along our coast. Scorching hot conditions in
the rest of the state became quite pleasant here in Presque
Isle! We are extremely fortunate to be in such a wonderful
place.
Although there has been no progress on a fine dining facility at the harbor (keep nudging your legislators), Ida Mae’s
Portage Deli has their new kitchen facility up and running, and Woody’s is staying busy. The Birch Hill Grocery
is hoping to be open by mid- to late-July. With these new
or expanded amenities, the options for food and provisioning in the Presque Isle area are continuing to improve.
I close with a wish for everyone to have a safe and enjoyable summer on or by the pristine waters of the Presque
Isle area.
Dave Wolf

The Masthead

Presque Isle Yacht Club

Page 6

PIYC Gear

PIYC Order Form
Name:
Phone:
E-Mail:
Item Description

Color

Size

Quantity

Return to Janet Young, Call/Text (989)619-1226 or E-Mail: jcyb46@gmail.com

Price

Total
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Officers
Commodore
Dave Wolf
-

Vice Commodore
Cliff Beauvais
-

Secretary
Betty Ruczynski
-

PI Yacht Club Apparel & ID Badges
Janet Young
(989)619-1226
jcyb46@gmail.com

Treasurer

Newsletter Editor

Mike Bugenske

Jeff Graham
(386)243-5843
jdg1981@gmail.com

-

Directors
Dave Kowalski
-

Ted MacKinnon

-

Robin Spencer
-
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Membership in The Presque Isle Yacht Club
The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization dedicated to
the establishment and growth of a yachting community in
Presque Isle Harbor Michigan.
Annual dues are $100 with a one-time burgee fee of $25. There
is no initiation fee for membership. From time to time, clothing
and nautical accessory items may be available at market prices.
The club membership year is January 1st through December
31st. Applicants filing after September 1st are considered as
having filed as of the following January 1st. The months between
are free.
PIYC meetings are held on the 4th Thursday during the months
of April and May, and on the 3rd Thursday of the month from
June through October. Social hour begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 7 followed by a business meeting.
Since the closure of the Portage Restaurant, our meeting locations vary. Most summer meetings are held at the historic
Presque Isle Lodge.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all club functions
provided they are accompanied by a member in good standing.
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