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Words from Commodore Bob Mitchell
Lets toast a fun-filled season and a recap some of the 2019
successes:

• First power boat racing event on Grand Lake in
decades transitioned from an idea to hundreds of
registered visitors to the pit area for the first annual
‘Grand Lake Fireside 500’.

Where did our summer go?
It seems that our docks and
boats just went into the water and, suddenly, kids are
back in school and we are
preparing for our fall activities and girding our loins
for whatever winter may
bring. It was a wonderful
summer, with bountiful
water levels in our lakes —
often too bountiful in the
middle Great Lakes—with
record-level highs putting
some shorelines at risk.
Here is hoping that everyone had a great summer
season and is looking ahead
to the coming months!
Can you identify the
nautical artifact at the
top of this page?
Find out on Page 2

• The Youth Sailing Programs in Alpena and Grand
Lake proved that the quest of the sport and
overcoming its many challenges drew dozens of
young sailors (returning and new). The
accomplished instructors took first timers and by the end of the week were
showing signs of confidence their parents had not seen prior, the returning
students showed good skills improvement and some entered the Thunder Bay
weekly races before summers end.
• The Wooden Boat Show drew crowds in spite of a soggy Saturday morning.
Some entries were missing but advertising brought in some out of county
(Continued on page 2)

Some Happenings In The Presque Isle Area
October 5th - Fall Harvest Fossil Fest - Besser
Museum for Northeast Michigan, 491 Johnson Street, Alpena , MI 49707

Thanks to Pure-Michigan for the details shown
on these events.

Editor’s Note to all: As you may note, there is
a dearth of autumn and early-winter activity
shown for the Presque Isle area. As has been
discussed within PIYC, there is a lack of promoOctober 5th & 6th - 12th Annual Harvest Festival tion in our region, especially after docks are out
at Aloha State Park, 4347 Third Street, Che- and some cottages buttoned up for winter.
boygan, MI
For a more-vibrant community throughout the
October 11th & 12th - Haunted Lighthouse
year, it is important to promote and support
Weekend at Tawas Point State Park
businesses and events that go beyond just summer activity. PIYC hopes to promote these
th
th
October 19 & 26 - Scarecrow Village Hauntevents, like a lighthouse festival, to broaden
ed Ridge, 7065 Dietz Road,
year-round appeal for activity.
Alpena, MI 49707
October 5th - 6th Annual Chili Chowder CookOff on 2nd Avenue in Alpena
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(Words from the Commodore—Continued from page 1)

aviators to view the new ICON amphibian
aircraft, which was a first to the event.
• Presque Isle Harbor’s Fireworks drew
additional spectators and the 4th of July
celebrations are always fun.
• PIYC Bike Program at the harbor produced
almost daily registrations and renewed vigor.
Procedural improvements to the program
contributed to accountable numbers for the
season, in spite of the harbor distractions this
year. It is expected that the program will be
stronger as the harbor infrastructure settles
down.

The nautical item pictured is a radar
reflector.
You may have seen these
devices mounted on board
vessels, hanging from halyards, or even atop buoys
out on the lakes. What are
they and what do they do?
Radar reflectors are geometrically designed to return strong reflections of radar signals. This allows
small or non-reflective vessels or obstructions to
present a clear image on radar screens of vessels
at sea. Many vessels are fairly small, and many
are made of wood or fiberglass, which are materials and designs that do not fully reflect radar signals. This can cause those vessels to not be clearly
“seen”, or be lost in “clutter”, on the radar screen of
a vessel. “Clutter” occurs when radar signals are
returned by choppy seas or surface conditions,
which can mask signals of smaller craft. This can
create a significant hazard when vessels are navigating in low–visibility conditions.
Radar reflectors are also used on buoys, or day
marks which may not present strong radar images,
due to their shape (i.e. round, or conical).
Note that every surface on the radar reflector is
perpendicular to the others. This assures that a
radar signal hitting the reflector, from any direction, will be fully reflected back to the signal’s
source, providing a strong signal to the radar unit
and better identifying the vessel or object.

Fall 2019 has seen some early weather impact,
cooler temperatures will be the trend, boats and
docks are being tended to, winterization efforts
for the end of boating season in Michigan bring
about those maintenance tasks necessary for
our Winter sports to begin.
New members have been welcomed and ongoing
events will provide opportunities for more
members to engage in our sponsored programs.
We look forward to 2020 with eager
enthusiasm, blue waters and gentle winds
returning.
Bob Mitchell

What’s happening around Presque Isle
Harbor?
Sand Bay Trading Co. & Woody’s Grand Lake - For
those who have not experienced Woody’s Grand Lake, you
owe it to yourselves to check it out for lunch or dinner! The
owners have done a magnificent job constructing and decorating the new facility, and the food is excellent! While
their current menu is somewhat limited, they generally
have a luscious special of the day, in addition. They are
also hoping to expand their menu items in the near future.
Woody’s and Sandy Bay Trading Co. will be open all year,
providing our area a much-needed four-season place to
gather, dine, and enjoy the year-round beauties of the
Presque Isle area. I suspect it will be a hit with hunters,
snowmobilers, ice fisherpersons, X-country skiers, etc.
The Portage General Store - Now Ida Mae’s Portage
Deli, will be open through the middle of October, They offer
(Continued on page 3)
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The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors
as soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Normally we meet on the 3rd Thursdays of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner.

Remaining Club Meeting
Date For 2019
Thursday, October 17th at:
Up North 23 Restaurant & Lounge
530 N 3rd St
Rogers City, Michigan 49779

Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
What Has Our Club Been Up To This
Summer?
This has been a pretty active year for PIYC. As our commodore highlighted
in his remarks, the
Grand Lake Fireside
500 was a significant
event that the club
was proud to support.

The event, which
was held on June 8th
and 9th, drew many
participants and
race fans. According
to those in attendance, there was a lot
of exciting racing
action and a good
(Activities—Continued on page 4)

a well-stocked deli and their made-to-order sandwiches
are excellent, as are their pizzas!
Their selection of merchandise expanded this year and,
of course, their ice cream is always a great way to take a
break from summer heat!
The Portage Restaurant - According to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources website: “The restaurant will be closed for the remainder of the season for
renovations and upgrades and is slated to reopen in
spring 2020 under new management.” A perpetuallyoptimistic observer may see this as hopeful. The fact
that the Michigan Liquor Control Commission’s website
shows no liquor license for that location, whether active
or escrowed, is not promising. (The restaurant had always operated with a special-use liquor license in the
past, hopefully a license would be able to be reissued.)
As the facility has remained closed for the entire year, it
is uncertain what condition the facility may be in, however “renovations and upgrades” would likely overcome
those potential obstacles.
Let’s keep our fingers crossed….
This year’s “issues” with the state’s planning and operations at Presque Isle Harbor left much to be desired.
With its short seasons, the Portage Restaurant was able
to survive, but not thrive, for the better part of four decades. The change in the leasing structure for the Portage
Restaurant, proposed by the State, was a concession fee
of 10% of gross sales.
For a type of business that typically only has a 3% to 5%
profit margin, this was apparently too burdensome. So
the harbor went the season without being able to offer
dining facilities for boaters. It is not known if there are
even any active bids, under the proposed conditions, to
reopen the restaurant. One can hope….
Additionally, DNR either had to, or chose to, replace
their underground fuel tanks in the middle of the boating season. This added insult to injury for the Harbor, as
boaters coming in not only had no dining and hospitality
facilities, they also had no availability for refueling.
While the administration in Lansing that this came to
pass under promoted itself as being business-friendly,
what occurred in Presque Isle Harbor this year certainly
calls that into question. Here’s hoping that some moresensible voices will prevail in the future. As always, it
doesn’t hurt to contact your state representatives and let
them know how negatively this impacted our community. Hopefully the reputation of Presque Isle Harbor as a
top-notch facility for boaters hasn’t suffered too much
this year and that we’ll be able to recover that status!
(And the PIHA Clubhouse, to boot!)
Moving forward, let’s all do as much as possible in supporting the businesses in our community—they can only
be here for us if we’re also here for them!
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors
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Mike Bugenske

Bob Young

Bob Mitchell

PO Box 98
Presque Isle MI 49777
586-899-3323
Email: rmatumtt@outlook.com

P.O. Box 198 or
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-928-9079

mabupnorth@charter.net

Vice Commodore
Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
and
6953 Kauffman Rd
Presque Isle, MI 49777
Email: Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

Secretary

News letter
Editor

18966 Evergreen Hwy
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-595-5239
eastgrandlaker@gmail.com

Rick Gentges

PO Box 191
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849

Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

rjgentges@yahoo.com

Joe Vallee

16097 Eutaw Ln
Millersburg, MI 49759
313-506-9098
joevallee48@yahoo.com

Betty Ruczynski
7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352-697-0089
Secondary 989-595-5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

(Activities—Continued from page 3)

turnout for the community and the vendors.

Apparel, Etc.
ID Tags & Apparel [Volunteer Needed]
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 595 2132

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob and Gwen Mitchell, travel photos.
Planning Ahead for future Issues: If you have anything
that is pertinent or of general interest, please get it to the
New Editor via Email. Please submit text in MS Word
format (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf (Rich Text Format).

It was also a successful summer for the Youth Sailing
Program. 39 students took advantage of the program
and, as ever, the participants learned and grew in their
sailing abilities.
Finally, the bicycle lending
program at the harbor was
well utilized by visitors and
the maintenance of our fleet of
bikes is in good hands.
A big round of thanks for all of
the volunteers who have
worked to keep these events
running smoothly and successfully!

Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Janet Young

989-619-1226
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presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are normally on the 3rd Thursday
of the month, April through October. Social hour
begins at 6:00 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The official clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W), however
the operational status of the restaurant is currently
in flux, as the owners have been unable to secure a
lease or concession agreement from the DNR,
which owns the building.
In the interim, meetings are being held at the Up
North 23 Restaurant & Lounge, 530 N. 3rd St,
Rogers City, next to the Driftwood Motel.
(45° 25' 30" N 83° 49' 20" W)
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
member in good standing.

Presque Isle Yacht Club

1st Class
Postage

