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Winter for the world has seen shifts in the Magnetic North
Pole that will produce changes to charts and navigation for
all who venture out on their cruses, flights and hiking
adventures in 2019. Weather patterns, high altitude
airstreams, ocean current patterns and volcanic activities
have affected travel. With our Winter Newsletter however
there lies warmth and the excitement of Spring around the
corner. Boat shows are springing up around the U.S & our
Neighbors to the North – when these signs emerge –
workshops begin to buzz and winter skis see their last
weeks looming ahead to be replaced by water toys.

As folks up in Northern
Michigan look ahead to
spring, it may be offer some
consolation to know that
even those who fled south
to avoid the ravages of winter didn’t fully escape the
polar vortex. The wild gyrations of the jet stream have
seemed to reach out to chill
the entire nation this winter.
If Punxsutawney Phil was
correct when he failed to
see his shadow this year,
maybe the ice will depart
early and we can soon start
to enjoy some pleasant
spring and summer weather.
In any case, here’s hoping
that the rest of your winter
will be healthy, safe and
enjoyable—wherever you
may be!
Can you identify the
nautical artifact at the
top of this page?
Find out on Page 2

As we noted last fall - ‘Our Members-Make-it-Happen’…
Work groups have been busy on several of the program suggestions supported in the
October meeting. The NE Michigan Economic Development initiatives for a Presque
Isle – Grand Lake Hydroplane Race Regatta continues to show economic viability; a
speaker to discuss a possible re-birth of the Light House festival may be a guest at
the June Business Meeting – we look forward to Spring, upcoming boat shows and
blossoming in Presque Isle.

Some Happenings In The Presque Isle Area
Feb 16th Polar Plunge for Special Olympics
Sand Bar and Grill
9027 W Long Lake Rd,
Alpena, Michigan 49707
Feb 22nd Reel Fun Festivus Kickoff Party
Alpena Events Complex (APlex)
701 Woodward Ave, Alpena, MI 49707
Feb 23rd Reel Fun Fishing Tournament
Metzelaar Bay Public Access
Feb 28th Alpena Craft Beer and Wine Fest
Alpena Events Complex (APlex)
701 Woodward Ave, Alpena, MI 49707

Thunder Bay Theatre
400 N. Second Ave, Alpena, MI 49707
Mar 1st-3rd “It's Only A Test & A Well Taught
Lesson”
Mar 14th-24th “Charlotte's Web”
Apr 5th-20th “The Glass Menagerie”
May 17th-19th Tawas Birding Festival
Tawas Point State Park
686 Tawas Beach Road
East Tawas, MI 48730
(See Page 5 for Links to Boat Show Listings)
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PIYC Annual Report for 2018
Beginning Balance 01/01/2018
Income
Membership
Burgies
Merchandise

Staying On Course….
$7,826.13

$5,100.00
$175.00
$88.50

Total Income:
Expenses
Internet Fees
$53.71
Bike Repairs
$323.55
Donations
$2,400.00
Office Supplies
$236.48
Miscellaneous
$726.27
Total Expenses:
Ending Balance 12/31/2018

Presque Isle Yacht Club

$5,363.50

($3,740.01)
$9,449.62

Member Adventures & Trips

If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact
the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net) and share
any stories and photos that might be of interest!

The nautical item pictured is on the first
page is a Magnetic Variation Rose.
Just what is a magnetic variation rose, you may ask? It is a
marking that appears on nautical charts to show local magnetic
variations that affect compass headings. As you can see on the
image below, the fuchsia-colored compass rose is rotated rela-

tive to the black latitude and longitude lines on the chart. This
visually indicates the local difference between true north and
magnetic north, to which a compass would point. In this example it is showing the variation as 7° 30’ (or 71/2 degrees) west
of true north. While such a variation would be of minor concern when crossing Grand Lake in a fog, over greater distances
of many miles a minor variation can be crucial in avoiding
navigation hazards along the way, or simply arriving at the
correct destination on the other side of a large body of water.
As our commodore mentioned, the earth’s magnetic fields are
shifting and keeping charts up to date is crucial! (See the article, Staying On Course, on shifting poles!)

Boaters, pilots, drivers, hikers, hunters…. Everybody has a need to know what direction they are
heading to get to where they want to go. Rudimentary directional tools at our disposal include
the sun, moon and stars. We know that the sun
rises in the east and sets in the west, as does the
moon. If we know the time of day, we can estimate direction by how far the sun has moved in
its arc between the horizons. Likewise, at night,
we can tell direction by locating Polaris, the
North Star, in the sky. Of course these blunt instruments of navigation all require that we can
see the celestial bodies for them to guide us.
The one instrument that we can rely upon to give
us an accurate direction in any weather is the
9449.62
compass, which was invented over 2,000 years
ago. Over the millennia, compass technology has
improved greatly and compasses’ utility for accurate navigation increased. The one issue with
compasses however is their dependence upon the
earth’s magnetic field. Since that magnetic field is
fairly weak, it doesn’t take much interference to
make a compass reading deviate from pointing to
the north. (See also: Spring 2018 issue, discussing
binnacle compasses.)
Even with a perfectly-accurate compass, Mother
Nature has a habit of throwing us a curveball:
Magnetic north is constantly moving around the
north pole of the earth. This is a fact that was
discovered some 400 years ago by English mathematician, Henry Gellibrand. This renders even
the most accurate compass readings subject to
error. On a global scale (literally), the shifting of
the location of magnetic north is fairly slow, but
over time the location change can introduce some
significant errors for compass navigation. Thus,
the Magnetic Variation Rose that is the subject of
this issue’s nautical-item trivia.
The magnetic deviation from True North is shown
on navigation charts so that mariners and pilots
can adjust their headings accordingly when following a compass heading. The issue that was
mentioned by our commodore is that the wandering movement of the magnetic north pole has recently accelerated to a much faster rate than usual, causing the coalition of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
British Geological Survey (BGS) to publish map
updates much sooner than they had anticipated.
This will, of course, result in new printings of
(Continued on page 3)
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This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Normally we meet on the 3rd Thursdays of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner.

Club Meeting
Dates For 2019
Thursday, April 25th
Thursday, May 23rd
Thursday, June 20th
Thursday, July 18th
Thursday, August 15th
Thursday, September 19th
Thursday, October 17th

Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
In Memoriam
Robert F. VanSchoten
October 14, 1955 - January 12, 2019

Rob was a dear friend to the Presque Isle
Yacht Club and to so many in the Presque
Isle community, as well as General Manager of the Portage Restaurant.
Rob will be sorely missed but fondly remembered by all who knew him. A celebration of Rob’s life will be held at a later date.

(Continued from page 2)

nautical and aeronautical charts that incorporate
those magnetic variation roses. Not only will charts
have to be updated, some runway numbers at airports will have to be renumbered too.
If you are not familiar with runway numbering,
the huge numbers
at the beginning of
each runway (as
in the example to
the right) are derived from the
compass heading
of the runway, on
approach, divided
by 10, then rounded to the nearest
whole number. In
this example, it is
an east/west runway with a heading of approximately 270° (duewest) which, when
divided by ten,
Rogers City Airport’s runway 27
gives a runway
number of “27”. If the actual compass heading of the
runway was 266°, it would still be labeled “27”
(266/10=26.6, rounded to 27) but if it shifted a couple
of degrees, to 264°, it would likely be renumbered to
“26” (264/10=26.4, rounded to 26). This could get expensive, since not only do the numbers have to be
redone on the runway, all signs for taxiways and other associated directional aids would have to be redone as well!
There is an interesting article in the New York
Times on this phenomenon and its effect on compass
navigation and mapping.
As can be seen on the map on Page 4, those navigating in the Upper Great Lakes are in a relative
“sweet spot” for compass navigation. Our magnetic
deviations range from nearly 0° in Duluth to about
10° at the east side of The Georgian Bay. As a comparison, look at the region south of Australia, along
their 45th parallel, where deviations range from +26°
to –52° or a total difference of almost 88°!
The movement of the magnetic poles may be consequential, but it is manageable. Throughout earth’s
history however the geologic record shows that the
(Continued on page 4)
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north and south poles have actually flipped completely, roughly about every 200,000 to 300,000
years, on average—and it’s been about 780,000
years since the last flip. (I wasn’t able to find
any oddsmakers taking bets on if or when….)
For the average person, navigational tools have
changed significantly. As we have become more
reliant on GPS units that many new cars and
nearly all smartphones come equipped with,
compasses have become less critical to everyday
life. Road signs tell us which way we are going
and where to turn. Clear maps and well-marked
routes are a boon to getting around by vehicle.
But out on the big water or up in the air, those
abundant signs and clear markings are nowhere
to be found. Since a plain old compass (not an
electronic one) has no batteries to die, circuits to
fail, or satellites to stop working, it will always
be there to guide the way for travelers. A compass and a current, updated map with a magnetic variation rose should keep any able navigator
heading in the right direction!
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PIYC is Moving Forward Planning Local Events
The club is actively moving ahead with planning for two
significant events for the area. First, committee members
are working to pull the necessary resources together to hold
an outboard hydroplane race on Grand Lake. The details
that need to be pursued are significant, but there are many
hands at work!
The club is also hoping to revive the annual lighthouse festival. For years, visitors to the area would enjoy that event
and tour a number of lighthouses along Michigan’s Sunrise
Coast. It was disappointing to many when the event was
ended, as peoples’ passion for the allure of historic lighthouses has not faded. While there is a lot to be worked out,
it is hoped that the festival can be restarted in the near future.
If anyone is able to lend a hand with any part of these projects, please drop Bob Mitchell an email or give him a call.
It is an ambitious endeavor but, with many members participating, the tasks become much more manageable.
As these initiatives move forward, the committees will be
sending out updates by email.
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors

Commodore

Ron Smolinski

Bob Young

Bob Mitchell

PO Box 22
16625 Pine St.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

PO Box 98
Presque Isle MI 49777
586-899-3323

18966 Evergreen Hwy
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-595-5239
eastgrandlaker@gmail.com

586-909-3109

rmatumtt@outlook.com

ronjansmo@yahoo.com

Vice Commodore

Winter Address
3808 Hillsdale Dr.
Auburn Hills, Mi 48326
248-377-9911

Mike Bugenske

News letter
Editor

Rick Gentges

PO Box 191
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849

Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

rjgentges@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 198 or
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989-928-9079

mabupnorth@charter.net

Secretary
Betty Ruczynski
7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352-697-0089
Secondary 989-595-5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

Some Upcoming Boat Shows
Below are some links to boat shows that
are coming up.
•

Michigan Boat Shows

•

Florida Boat Shows

•

Listings of Boat Shows By Location

Thank you to Bob Mitchell for the links to
Marine Source!
This is a great time to get out and do
some serious dreaming for the upcoming
boating season!

Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel John Vogelheim
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989-733-0444
989 595 2132

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob and Gwen Mitchell, travel photos.
Planning Ahead for future Issues: If you have anything
that is pertinent or of general interest, please get it to the
New Editor via Email. Please submit text in MS Word
format (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf (Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Janet Young

989-619-1226

Clear Form
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MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are normally on the 3rd Thursday
of the month, April through October. Social hour
begins at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W)
State liquor laws must be observed during all club
functions at this establishment. No drinks will be
served after 2:00 a.m. and all parties must vacate
the premises by 2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor, wine, beer or alcoholic beverages may not leave the establishment.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
PI County Rd 638
member in good standing.
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

