A Seasonal Bulletin of The Presque Isle Yacht Club

The Masthead
Spring 2018
PIYC Website
www.presqueisleyc.org

Volume 8
No. 1

Our Mission Statement- To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship among
boaters interested in the welfare & development of Lake Huron's beautiful
Presque Isle Harbor.
Featured Stories
Begin on page 2

Words from Commodore
Rick Gentges
Summer has finally arrived here in northeast Michigan. Year round and
seasonal residents as well as weekend visitors are taking full advantage of
the sun and warmth. I can’t recall a longer stretch where we’ve had such
beautiful weather during late June and early July. We couldn’t have asked
for better weather over the week of July 4th. For those of you who live on
Grand Lake, the “Sandys” at the south end of the lake had more boats anchored there on July 4th than I’ve ever seen before. And there is no shortage of other fun things to do in the area – for you Facebook users, check
out the link to “Presque Isle Happenings” for events and activities sponsored by various groups and organizations in the area.

Photo Credit: Beverly Benson Wolf
B.B. Wolf Fine Art Photography
(Other images on pages 4 and 5)

Hopefully everyone was
able to enjoy the spectacular fireworks display at
Presque Isle Harbor on
July 7th. As usual, it was
a wonderful display, and
the weather was textbook
perfect!
(Please be sure to note
the upcoming meeting
schedule on page 4)
Can you identify the
nautical artifact at the
top of this page?
Find out on Page 2

Speaking of great things, as I write this the annual summer youth sailing camp is a little over a week
away. It takes place this year on July 23-27. In my view, this is one of the most beneficial activities which PIYC helps sponsor. It provides kids with a great opportunity to be introduced to sailing, or enhance their existing sailing skills, and meet new friends or get reacquainted with old ones.
I urge you to stop in and observe what a great program this is and see firsthand how much fun the
kids have. The introductory classes are held from 11 am – 2 pm and the racing classes for more
advanced sailors from 2:45 pm – 5:45 pm. Both sessions are held at the Presque Isle Harbor Association beach which is located off of McCreery road at the north end of Grand Lake. Special
thanks to Gray Hagan for all of his hard work and efforts to support and keep this program going.
See you out on the lake.
Rick Gentges,
Commodore
Upcoming Presque Isle Area Events
7-14
7-18
7-25
8-4
8-4
9-1

Grand Lake 5k Run (Homestead Park) - 8am
Concert at New Lighthouse 6-9pm
Concert at New Lighthouse 6-9pm
Grand Lake Sailing Regatta
Grand Lake Boat Parade - 9pm
Labor Day Picnic - New Lighthouse 11am3pm

Update: Sand Bay Trading Company
The Sand Bay Trading Company, at 14313 E Hwy 638, has their gas docks open but are awaiting excavation
work, to get their utilities in. They are still on track for a year-round, convenience store and restaurant, this
year.
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The following is the Treasurers Report, as reported at the
general meeting on June 21, 2018:
Beginning Balance:

$7,826.13

Income:

$4,225.00

Expenses:

($2,317.24)

Ending Balance:

$9,733.89

(Read by Betty Ruczynski, at the
June 21, 2018 meeting.)

Member Adventures & Trips

If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact
the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net) and share
any stories and photos that might be of interest!

The nautical item pictured is a binnacle compass
with quadrantal correctors on either side.
Compasses use the earth’s magnetism to keep their magnetized “North” arrow pointing toward magnetic north.
Magnetic North varies slightly from the True North, the
Pole lying at 90° North Latitude. Since the earth’s magnetic field isn’t exceptionally strong, a compass’s reading
is easily distorted by magnetic equipment and the presence of ferrous (iron-containing) metals. This is a major
issue on a steel ship, which is essentially constructed entirely of ferrous metal!
To correct for the ship’s influence, two soft-iron balls,
the quadrantal correctors, are mounted (and precisely
placed) to compensate for the magnetic effects of the
ship’s construction. Those are the red and green balls
shown on the compass to
the right. Also, there is a
door that opens up on the
brass “helmet” protecting
the compass mechanism
so that the compass dial
may be viewed. (Brass is
used, as it is a nonferrous metal that won’t
affect the compass reading.)
Always works, and no batteries or electrical connections
to fail!
While the modern, electronic compasses, GPS units and
chart plotters make navigation much simpler, they will
never be as lovely to look at as the fine, old wood and
brass binnacle compasses!
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What’s Up With Our Great Lakes?
Although The Masthead has touched on these issues
previously, issues affecting our precious Great
Lakes are becoming more critical with time. As concerns for the Great Lakes’ health continue, it is
more critical than ever that we all remain more
aware of what is going on around us.
It has been said that the next World War will be
fought over water—freshwater. A 2015 Newsweek
article, The World Will Soon be at War Over Water,
cited Goldman Sachs as describing water as “the
petroleum of the next century”. To say that those of
us in Presque Isle are blessed with an abundance of
beautiful and pristine water is an understatement.
But, like anything that abounds, it is easy to assume
that that abundance will continue on forever. That is
an assumption that we cannot afford to let ourselves
be lulled into.
Like other massive bodies of freshwater around the
world, the beauty and purity of our Great Lakes is
under constant assault from the pressures of nature,
use, and abuse by those in, on, and around those
lakes. There are also pressures from the desires of
those who would take Great Lakes water for use in
other regions.
The American Southwest, as one example, where
folks historically flocked to enjoy arid climates,
ease allergies and escape winters. As southwestern
aquifers are pumped lower, the desire to water
lawns and golf courses, to fill pools, to supply
showers and to fill drinking glasses constantly puts
a target on the back of freshwater resources in other
areas. Many have cast an eye on the Great Lakes to
quench that thirst.
In Russia, Lake Baikal has been shrinking, has suffered from overuse and has been heavily impacted
by pollution. Some of the largest lakes around the
world have been drying up. Lake Chad, in northern
Africa, has shrunk by nearly 90% since 1963. Fresh,
clean water is becoming more and more of a serious
concern to humanity, in every corner of the earth.
Here in the Great Lakes area, we are fortunate on
many levels. First and foremost, we have the Great
Lakes! In addition, we are fortunate that those Great
Lakes are bounded by two countries, eight states,
and two provinces, all of which are bound by treaty
to protect and manage the Great Lakes. Since all
parties are bound by the Boundary Waters Treaty,
signed by the United States and Canada in 1909,
(Continued on page 3)
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that offers at measure of stable protection for the Great
Lakes, independent of shifts in governance on either
side of the border.
Current Issues of Concern
Speaking of “the petroleum of the next century”, to borrow the phrase from Goldman Sachs, most of us are
probably familiar with the current issue of Enbridge
Line 5. Line 5 is a petroleum pipeline that runs from
Superior, Wisconsin to Sarnia, Ontario. Its route spans
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula to where it crosses under
the waters of the Straits of Mackinac, roughly one mile
west of the Mackinac Bridge.
A few things to understand about Line 5:
1. Line 5 is an international pipeline, traversing the
borders of the US and Canada, so regulatory control
within the United States generally falls to the Federal Government.
2. Line 5 crosses the Straits of Mackinac on a bottomlands easement granted by the State of Michigan,
giving the state some authority over that crossing.
3. In 1953, when Line 5 was constructed, it had a projected lifespan of 50 years. As of 2018, that pipeline
has exceeded that life expectancy by 30%.
4. Over the life of Line 5, there have been deficiencies
in the supports that hold the pipeline off of the floor
of the Straits, as well as places where protective
coatings are missing and corrosion is a potential for
failure.
5. Turbulent currents, in both directions, are common
in the Straits of Mackinac.
No matter where one stands on the political spectrum,
no one wants to see a major oil spill in the Great Lakes.
Those of us who have property or recreational interests
along the northern portion of Michigan’s “mitten” or the
corresponding areas on the Upper Peninsula, Canada’s
Manitoulin Island and the Georgian Bay, or northern
Wisconsin would suffer if oil sheens, tar-balls or other
impacts of a major spill reached our shores.
Unfortunately, Enbridge (a Canadian corporation) has
had some significant spills from their pipelines over the
past years. In addition, there is a legitimate question
about how forthcoming that corporation has been regarding its lines, their maintenance, and the integrity of
those lines. Spills will happen, it is only a matter of
time, but where those spills happen is probably of greatest concern.
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A spill in the Straits of Mackinac would likely be the
worst possible place for a spill, based upon the currents
and conditions that are commonly present there. Additionally, should an oil spill occur beneath an iced-over
Straits of Mackinac, cleanup responses would be nearly
impossible. Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Paul Zukunft stated, in Congressional testimony, that his service
is not prepared to handle the worst-case scenario for
pipelines like Line Five.
Adding injury to insult, to twist a phrase, both of Line
5’s 20-inch pipelines and two oil-insulated cables crossing the Straits were struck and damaged by a ship’s anchor, around April 1st of this year. While the resulting
oil leakage was limited to about 600 gallons of the toxic
insulating oil from the cables, a breach of Line 5 would
have been catastrophic. As expressed by Leonard Page,
of the Straits of Mackinac Alliance, “On April 1, 2018,
we dodged a bullet.”
With a pipeline that is 30% beyond its designed life,
lacking proper supports along its length, subject to corrosion of exposed metal, and subject to the turbulent
currents and collision risks in the Mackinac Straits, the
time to take action is upon us. The notion that there hasn’t been a catastrophic failure, yet, is not a reason to
delay action. The health of our Great Lakes is too important to subject them to unnecessary risk.
Extreme Water Levels
Lakes Huron and Michigan have experienced wild
swings in water levels in recent history. These extreme
high and low water levels have impacted many people
and industries around the Great Lakes.
Extreme shallow water levels impact boaters who are no
longer able to navigate in shallow areas and often make
it difficult or impossible to use some harbor facilities
without dredging, which imposes a tremendous expense.
Commercial shipping also suffers in low water conditions, as many commercial harbors are too shallow to
enter when a ship is fully loaded. This means that shippers must make extra trips with less of a cargo when
serving those ports, or navigating shipping channels that
are too shallow in low water periods. That adds significantly to the cost of goods that are shipped by water, a
cost that we all must share.
Low water levels also alter the ecosystems of shoreline
and wetland areas. When water levels decrease significantly, breeding grounds for various species are compromised. When fish, from the feeder fish to the larger
game fish, have their reproduction patterns altered, their
populations may be diminished or threatened signifi(Continued on page 4)
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The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Normally we meet on the 3rd Thursdays of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner.

Club Meeting
Dates For 2018
*

Thursday, July 26th
Thursday, August 16th
Thursday, September 20th
Thursday, October 18th

Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
__________________________________
*

Note: The July meeting has been moved to the fourth
Thursday, due to the likely conflict with a large number of sailors from the Port Huron to Mackinac Race
being in port on July 19th.

cantly and, in turn, other fish in the food chain will
suffer. As discussed in the Spring 2017 Masthead,
Asian Carp and other invasive species are a continued concern.
Low water levels also alter the vegetation that normally grows in and along the edges of the lakes.
Aside from damaging sensitive wetlands, low water
levels can promote the growth of invasive vegetation,
such as Eurasian Watermilfoil and Phragmites. These
invaders thrive in shallower waters and have created
a significant problem through the region.
During periods of high water levels, there is a much
higher risk of erosion and flooding. As water levels
rise, storm events significantly compound the impacts of high water levels, damaging protective beach
areas and vegetation and putting properties at risk.
There have been efforts to find ways to moderate
these extremes, including moderating inflows and
outflows from the Michigan/Huron basin and exploring measures to better manage ice jams during the
winter months. Any successful plan will require a
coordinated approach from all authorities.
Even in the face of greatly-elevated water levels on
Lakes Michigan and Huron, The International Lake
Superior Board of Control has authorized releasing
more water downstream. Lakes Michigan and Huron,
although their shores are home to many times the
population around Lake Superior, has no similar
voice or board of control.
Is it time to demand a greater voice in managing
Lake Huron/Michigan water levels? With better coordination of information and efforts, extreme high and
low water levels might be averted and the health of
all of the Great Lakes could benefit.
The only way this will happen is when people raise
the issue with their legislators. Action happens when
the people come together and demand it.
We live in a beautiful place that is truly blessed with
the natural bounty of pristine waters. We should all
do what we can to assure that this bounty is not diminished by harmful actions or inactions that can be
anticipated and avoided.
Make sure to let your elected representatives (both
federal and state) know that you are concerned about
the health of our Great Lakes. Please be sure to get
out and vote, and please consider our Great Lakes
when you do.
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989-733-0444
989 595 2132

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob and Gwen Mitchell, travel photos.
Planning Ahead for future Issues: If you have anything
that is pertinent or of general interest, please get it to the
New Editor via Email. Please submit text in MS Word
format (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf (Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Janet Young

989-619-1226

Clear Form
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MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are normally on the 3rd Thursday
of the month, April through October. Social hour
begins at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W)
State liquor laws must be observed during all club
functions at this establishment. No drinks will be
served after 2:00 a.m. and all parties must vacate
the premises by 2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor, wine, beer or alcoholic beverages may not leave the establishment.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
PI County Rd 638
member in good standing.
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

