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Our Mission Statement- To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship among
boaters interested in the welfare & development of Lake Huron's beautiful
Presque Isle Harbor.
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Here is hoping that everyone had a safe and joyous holiday season. Now
that the holidays are behind us and the cold days
of winter are here, we can
enjoy the beauty that
abounds in the chilly
north. Soon we will be
casting a hopeful eye toward arrival of the robins
of spring, thawing of the
ice, and launching of
boats. Spring will be here
before we know it!

Words from Commodore
Rick Gentges
Well folks, as I write the opening remarks for this edition of
Masthead I’m looking out the front window at Grand Lake in its
“winter state” - covered with about 18 inches of ice and snow.
As I look up and down the lake I can see countless ice fisherman
out there enjoying a beautiful sunny day outdoors. While I
can’t help but think of how different things will look in just a
few short months, their presence is yet another reminder of how
special this beautiful place called Presque Isle really is. Whether you’re a summer
only resident or year-rounder, it’s hard to find a season when there isn’t something fun
to do or wonderful sights to see in our community.
Speaking of fun things and beautiful places, we’re always interested in hearing about
the travel adventures of our members. If you’ve recently visited some place special or
unique that you think others might enjoy, or enjoy hearing about, please tell us about
it. We welcome your stories and photos and will publish them in a future edition of
Masthead. In this edition you’ll find a great article by Dave Wolf about the North
Channel.
Finally, all of you should have received a letter and self-addressed envelope from Ted
Mackinnon notifying you about payment of your 2017 PIYC Dues. Dues remain at
$100.00, and should be forwarded to Ted. If you didn’t receive a letter from Ted,
please drop myself or Ted an email (our email addresses are listed on page 5) and
we’ll make sure to get one to you.

Presque Isle Summary of Events
th

What is the Knot
shown at the top of
this page?
Find out on Page 2

February 25 , 2017
12:00 Noon to 3:00 pm Reel Fun Ice Fishing Tournament
Grand Lake ice-fishing tournaments have been a favorite for years, with hundreds of hearty
souls angling for the big ones. Check out their website for more information on prizes, rules
and how to enter. There is a pre-event “the Reel Fun Festivus” the evening before at the
APlex, from 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm, at 701 Woodward Ave, in Alpena.
June 16th and 17th, 2017
25th Annual Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show
This year the Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show marks its Silver Anniversary! As always, this event will bring many classic boats, arts and crafts, great food and fun. As this is
its 25th year, it is expected to be an extra-special event.
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PIYC Annual Report for 2016
Beginning Balance January 1, 2016

Time For Some Armchair Reminiscence...

$5,080.19

Income
Membership
Burgies
Merchandise
Pied Piper Donations
Total Income

$4,700.00
225.00
1,229.00
500.00

Expenses
Internet Fees
Bike Repairs
Donations
Office Supplies
Merchandise
Misc.
Total Expenses

633.27
515.74
1,500.00
130.69
1,138.92
547.28

Ending Balance, December 31, 2016
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Although it has been a relatively-mild winter,
with unseasonably warm temperatures in the
area1, it’s chilly thinking about being on the water. So let’s take a few minutes, toss a log on the
fire, and time-travel back to the warm, summer
waters of Lake Huron and the North Channel!

$6,654.00

As was mentioned in a prior issue of the Masthead, Presque Isle Harbor is a logical “jumping
off spot” to visit the North Channel, in Canadian
waters. The waters of The North Channel lie between Manitoulin Island and the Algoma District
of Ontario. (Circled below)

($4,419.90)
$7,314.29

Member Adventures & Trips
If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact
the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_W olf@Comcast.net) and share
any stories and photos that might be of interest!
Once again, Bob and Gwen Mitchell, as Willie Nelson might
croon, are “On The Road Again….” This time they are
traveling on the Pacific Coast Highway and sent along these
photos.
While the Pacific Coast is
stunning in its beauty, it
certainly reminds us Great
Lakes boaters how
fortunate we are to be
blessed with seas that are

The natural beauty of the North Channel is frequently described as the Premier Freshwater
Cruising Grounds in the world. Having such a
destination only a day’s sail north of Presque Isle
Harbor, or a couple of hours for many power vessels, is a wonderful bonus.
One of the most unique features of the North
Channel is its marriage of geology and topography. The geology, much of which consists of granite, quartz, basalt and other igneous rock, is rugged in its undulations, with stunning colors and
patterns often marbled into the rocks. This creates a landscape of many islands, large and
small, seeming to pop up everywhere. (See the
image from South Benjamin Island on the next
page.) While these topographic features are beautiful, they also pose a significant challenge for
navigation. Proper charts and navigational skills
are critical when cruising in the North Channel.
GPS coverage is excellent, however a GPS is no
substitute for skill and the situational awareness
of the skipper and crew.

both salt-free and sharkfree! These dramatic views
also help us appreciate our
faithful NOAA and CHS
(Canadian Hydrographic
Service) charts.

This issue’s featured knot is the:
Rolling Hitch, is a ver y useful hitch for secur ing one line to another. A working example would be if a winch line had become
wrapped onto itself and couldn’t be released, the tension on the line
could be eased by securing a second line to it with a Rolling Hitch,
then relieving the tension so that the jam can be cleared. It can also
be used to snub an anchor rode, beyond the anchor roller. A Rolling
Hitch can also be easily tied or untied while under tension. It should
be noted that this hitch will probably not work on some modern
“slippery” ropes such as polypropylene.
There is an excellent tutorial for this hitch at Animated Knots website, where the image was obtained.

Average departure from normal for Alpena: November 2016
+7.5°; December 2016 +2°; January 2017 +6.5°; and so far in February 2017 +2.5° (with +19° above normal predicted today, as this
goes to press), according to AccuWeather Premium.
1

(Continued on page 3)

The Masthead

Page 3

(Continued from page 2)

Beyond navigational challenges, so many of these
islands provide snug and secure bays, inlets, and anchorages for cruisers.
Anchorages can vary
from rock and gravel bottoms to sand, to muddy
and weedy, but with adequate ground tackle, a
secure hold can be found
throughout the North
Channel.

The Presque Isle Yacht Club

or CANPASS holders. (See Summer 2016 Mast Head,
starting on page 2, for an article on border crossing.)
The pristine waters of the
North Channel are cool and
clear, other than some areas near river outlets where
there may be a tannin tint.
Some cottages in the region
rely exclusively on the lake
water for everyday use, although potable water from
marinas is clearly the safest bet.

While the splendid anchorages of the North
Over the past few years,
Channel provide infinite
the water temperature in
opportunity for cruisers On South Benjamin Island, this 100’ high hill was formed of
North Channel anchorages
to “hang out on the one giant flow if molten granite - extending essentially
(in and around smaller ishook”, there is inevitably across the entire island.
lands and inlets) has exthe need for provisions,
ceeded 70° by mid to late
laundry, or a nice dinner
July, and may continue to warm up until around the
on shore. Here the North Channel delivers again.
first part of September. That being said, swimming in
Around the central portion of the Channel, there are
these lovely anchorages is really special, and friends,
a number of ports where one can
new and old, often enjoy swimtie up to a dock, hook up to powming from boat to boat on those
er, get a long, hot shower, and
really hot days.
restock the galley. While some
While much has changed in the
ports have limited offerings, the
towns of Gore Bay, Little Curdecades we have been enjoying the
rent, Spanish, and Blind River
North Channel, the natural beauhave services and shopping fairly
ty has remained just as it was the
close by. Meldrum Bay, where
first time we arrived there in
1982. In our thirty-plus trips to
boaters typically check into Canadian Customs, is a quaint little
the North Channel, we have alharbor town, with a marina, a
ways managed to find new advensmall general store, and the Meltures, while also revisiting some of
drum Bay Inn, for dining. Like
our favorite haunts - water levels
most harbor towns, there is an ice
permitting. As water levels have
fluctuated by over six feet
cream shop near the harbor.
throughout those years, there
It is a critical to emphasize that
have been a number of special anvisiting Canada by boat or
chorages that have become unacprivate aircraft requires specessible in low-water years.
cial consideration, beyond
Those changing water levels, couthat for visiting by car. Those
traveling to Canada by boat or
pled with the many geological feaprivate aircraft should NOT do so
tures that lurk beneath the surwithout a valid NEXUS or
face can challenge every skipper’s
CANPASS card. Travelers might
navigational skills. Although the
North Channel is well charted,
be allowed entry into Canada
there are a number of places
with lesser documentation (i.e.
passport or enhanced drivers liwhere you might be in a hundred
cense) however the U.S. will only Swimming over to visit the neighbors
or more feet of water, yet could be
allow reentry to the United
aground in a boat length or so.
States through “Ports of Entry” (Sault Ste. Marie or
The same geology that creates risk is what also crePort Huron) unless all of those on board are NEXUS
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Nominally we meet on the 3rd Thursday of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner.

Note: Club Meeting date
for April 2017
Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
April 20th — The Portage Restaurant
__________________________________

ates the stunning beauty of the North Channel.
For those who would enjoy a good read about this
land of adventure, Well Favored Passage: A Guide
to Lake Huron's North Channel, by Marjorie Cahn
Brazer, is highly recommended. It was first published in the mid-1970s, with several editions published since. (It is currently available, used, at
Amazon.com) It is a colorful collection of stories
about the anchorages, the islands, some of their
histories, their original inhabitants, and tips on
navigating into many “tight” places that might otherwise be passed by. Some of the directions, such
as describing an exact bearing off of a prominent
rock, or island to guide readers into an anchorage
or passage may have been obviated by newer
charts and precision navigational aides, however
they are still valid and entertain a nostalgic sense
of what it was like to sail the area with only basic
instruments.
Opportunities for hiking, kayaking, photography,
and fishing abound. In early- to mid-summer, wild
blueberry picking is popular. In years with ample
rainfall, the hills may be teeming with blueberries.
Blueberry pancakes are always best with freshlypicked berries!

Please Remember That Club Dues For 2017
Are Due - Please Help Support Our Club!

At the end of the day, the North Channel offers
excellent sunset vistas, before settling in for the
tranquility of nights in the Channel. Finally, before turning in for the
evening, check out the
stunning sky: the Milky
Way, shooting stars, satellites passing overhead,
the Northern Lights.
Most of the North Channel is remote enough that
these views are unfettered by any lights. The
beauty can leave you
breathless.
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors

Commodore

Ron Smolinski

Dick Spencer

Rick Gentges

PO Box 22
16625 Pine St.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

PO Box 181
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849
rjgentges@yahoo.com

Vice Commodore
Bob Mitchell

17293 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989 595 2208
raspencer@speednetllc.com

586-909-3109

ronjansmo@yahoo.com
Winter Address
3808 Hillsdale Dr.
Auburn Hills, Mi 48326
248-377-9911

17451 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle MI 49777
586 899 3323

Ted MacKinnon
17537 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle, MI 49777
248 310 1311

News letter
Editor
Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

nw8w@arrl.net
Winter Address
19534 Warwick
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
248 647 1628

rmatumtt@outlook.com

Secretary
Betty Ruczynski
7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352 697 0089
Secondary 989 595 5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

Thanks to Contributors

Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel John Vogelheim
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989-733-0444
989 595 2132

The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob Mitchell, travel photos.
Planning Ahead for the Fall and future Issues: If you
have anything that is pertinent or of general interest, please
get it to the New Editor via Email. Please submit text in
MS Word for mat (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf
(Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing
We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Janet Young

989-619-1226

Clear Form
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THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
18966 EVERGREEN RD,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: rjgentges@yahoo.com
Commodore Rick Gentges
989-464-3849
Website: presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, April through October. Social hour begins
at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W)
State liquor laws must be observed during all club
functions at this establishment. No drinks will be
served after 2:00 a.m. and all parties must vacate
the premises by 2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor, wine, beer or alcoholic beverages may not leave the establishment.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
PI County Rd 638
member in good standing.
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

