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As we head into the last
quarter of 2016, we welcome
the fall beauty of Presque
Isle Harbor and can look
forward to the tranquility of
“Currier and Ives” scenes of
fresh snows, blanketing the
area.
This is the last issue of the
Mast Head before the holiday season, so here’s wishing
everyone healthy, happy,
and most of all, safe holiday
celebrations, no matter
when, where or how they are
celebrated!

Words from Commodore
Rick Gentges
Another summer has now come and gone and it’s the time of year when
we begin to say good bye to some of our friends and neighbors who head
for warmer climates until next spring. The leaves will soon turn as well, a
stark reminder that we live for the summer months here in this special
community known as Presque Isle.
Mother Nature blessed us with a warm and dry summer – something that’s
easily taken for granted. We couldn’t have asked for better weather during
both the 2016 Wooden Boat Show in June and the July 4th fireworks display. Also, our youth sailing program enjoyed another successful year under the stewardship of Gary Hagen; 47 kids participated this year, which is the largest group ever. PIYC’s support of these events are how we help
make a small but meaningful difference in our community. As of the end of September, our membership now stands at 50, up from 41 as of December 2015.
Speaking of making a difference, I want to extend a special thanks to Gus Hoster, Robin Spencer,
and Ted MacKinnon for their contributions over the years as Board Members – each of you have
truly helped make a PIYC a success. Looking ahead to the future with an eye toward sustaining
PIYC’s commitment to its membership and contributions to the community, Vice Commodore Bob
Mitchell, with input from others, prepared a short survey in which we seek your input and suggestions concerning short and longer term initiatives that PIYC should pursue. Consistent with our
mission statement “To promote activities, tourism, and a spirit of comradeship among boaters interested in the welfare and development of Lake Huron’s beautiful Presque Isle Harbor”, we would
like your thoughts and ideas of how PIYC can continue to help make a difference in the area. We
had asked that all surveys be returned to Bob by September 30th. Bob will share the survey results
at the final meeting of the 2016 year, which will be held on October 21st at 6:00 pm at the Portage.
For those of you still in the area, please be sure to join us.
Finally, we extend and warm welcome to our two newest members, Tom and Pat Patterson.

Presque Isle Summary of Events

What is the Knot
shown at the top of
this page?
Find out on Page 2

October 8th, 2016
11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Autumn Lights Festival
New Lighthouse, free event featuring chili cook-off, hayrides, cider, donuts, and lots of fun!
(Note: The annual Lighthouse Festival that usually involves many lighthouses around Michigan was apparently cancelled by its organizers for 2016, so the Presque Isle community is
hosting its own event.)
December 3rd, 2016
11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Christmas at the Lighthouse
New Lighthouse, free event featuring sleigh rides (wagon, rides if Mother Nature has failed
to provide snow), cookie decorating, Santa Claus, refreshments, and even more fun!
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Budget Report for September
Cash on Hand January 1, 2016

$5,080.19

Income
Membership
Pied Piper Donations
Merchandise
Burgies
Total Income

$4,600.00
500.00
827.00
200.00

Expenses
Internet Fees
Bike Repairs
Donations
Office Supplies
Merchandise
Misc.
Total Expenses

423.42
515.74
1,500.00
130.69
1,020.20
547.28

Cash on Hand September 30, 2016

$6,127.00
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Can’t Get Enough of the Sea?
So, the sailing season’s over and you haven’t yet had
your fill of nautical thrills? One adventurous entrepreneur apparently satisfied that need by actually moving
the forecastle of an old Great Lakes freighter onto a
ledge overlooking Lake Erie, and then called it home!
The Benson Ford, originally built in 1924 to haul iron
ore and other materials for the Ford Motor Company,
served proudly in that capacity for over fifty years.

($4,137.33)
$7,069.86

Member Adventures & Trips
If any of you have experienced any special adventures,
whether by land or by sea, and would like to share those
experiences with the group, including pictures, please contact
the editor, Dave Wolf (Dave_W olf@Comcast.net) and share
any stories and photos that might be of interest!
Bob and Gwen Mitchell
visited Harbor Springs
recently and found Stafford’s
Pier Restaurant recently redecorated and fully nautical
themed. Could their whitefish

possibly compete with The
Portage? It looks like a

lovely spot to visit if you’re on
the other side of the mitt!

Ironically, in 1959, which was a low-water year (though
not the lowest), she ran aground twice – once in the
Amherstburg Channel, near the outlet of the Detroit
River, and once in the St. Mary’s River – possibly a
harbinger of her ultimate destiny.
In 1981, she was decommissioned and destined for use
as a barge under the new name John Dykstra II; renamed to free up the Benson Ford name for another
ship in the Ford fleet. Ultimately, she never sailed
again, according to an article posted on ShipOnTheBay.com, but was later scrapped, after the forecastle
had been removed.

This issue’s featured knot is the:
Clove Hitch, a basic hitch for mar iner s. (Hitches ar e knots used
to connect to posts, rings, lifelines, etc.) The clove hitch may not be
ideal, as it can easily slip if the object it is tied to rotates or if constant pressure is not maintained on the line. However it is great for a
quick tie-up or locating fenders on lifelines or rails. It can be made
secure by adding two half hitches to the standing end of the line.
Paradoxically, the advantage to the clove hitch is that its ability to
slip allows the line to be easily adjusted to a desired position before
securing with the half hitches. (See Page 4 for a tip on tying a quick
clove hitch for a post or bollard!)

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Judging from the photograph of that operation, on the previous page, this was no minor undertaking. The 62’ x 59’
structure was relocated by barge, the Thor 101, to South
Bass Island (near Put-In-Bay) on July 18, 1986, and was
pulled up onto a steep 18’ promontory, that would become
her permanent resting place.
The forecastle would become a 7,000 square foot, four story,
summer home for her owners, including walnut-paneled
state rooms, dining room, galley, and passenger lounge that
had been designed by Henry Ford for his own use while
sailing on the Great Lakes for business. Images of the interior at the website above will leave no doubt as to Mr.
Ford’s sense of taste!
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amount of restoration work that would be required were all
daunting undertakings. A photographic history of the
scrapping, the move onto the barge, clearing the Soo Locks,
and being transported to her final home on the VanderMeulen’s property can be seen at the BoatNerd.com website. As shown below, with the exterior cleaned up, scraped,
and painted, she now proudly displays the Huron Portland
Cement Company logo on her “Huron Green” hull.
While the exterior is looking shipshape, the Vander-

In 1992 the owners sought a permit to operate as a bed and
breakfast, however that permit was denied. Following denial of permission to use the ship-house for that purpose, she
was offered for sale in 1999 and was ultimately sold to Jerry and Bryan Kasper, father and son owners of the Kasper
Auto Group, in Sandusky, Ohio. The new owners renamed
the ship the Benson Ford and have used it as a personal
residence ever since.
Go to ShipOnTheBay.com to explore interior photos and
more about the history of this unique nautical-theme home.
And should you be cruising in Lake Erie, in the area of PutIn-Bay, it would be a great opportunity to see it in person.
Set your GPS waypoint to 41°39'03.32''N 82°50'23.43''W
(41.650922, ‑82.839843) and you’ll feel like you’re right in
her bow wake!
A Bit Closer To Home
Another adventurous couple, Marc and Jill VanderMeulen,
are involved in the project of a lifetime converting the bow
section of a freighter into a “one of a kind” cottage in De
Tour, Michigan. The VanderMeulens live in Holland, Michigan, but as self-described “boat nerds”, they bought property on the St. Mary’s River in order to savor the views of the
water and the ships passing by.
Their ship-house, which originally sailed the Great Lakes
under the name John W Boardman, was later renamed
the Lewis G Harriman. For many years she delivered
cement for the Huron Portland Cement Company, out of
Alpena. After the ship was
scrapped,
the
VanderMeulens were able to acquire the bow section and
have it transported by barge
to
their
property,
on
Gaffney Point, in De Tour
Village.
From BoatNerd.com
Again, a project of this scale
certainly would not be for
the faint of heart (or spirit!) As can be seen in the photo
above, there was an incredible amount of work to do. Not
only in getting the bow section to the VanderMeulen’s property and placing her on the foundation, but the huge

Meulens are moving on to perform the interior work, where
they will transform the roughly 5,000 square feet of space
into livable quarters. According to a 2013 Mackinac Journal
article, the VanderMeulens are hoping to keep the original
look of the interior, which could not be done if they were to
insulate the steel walls. This will limit the ability to heat
the structure for use in the cold Michigan winter months
and shorten her livable season. This same Mackinac Journal article provides an interesting description of how the
structure was moved from the barge to land, and some of
the significant issues that were encountered by the company doing it, which specializes in the moving of houses.
There is also a 2009 article and recorded interview from
Interlochen Public Radio that is quite interesting, and even
includes the sound of a master salute (three long, two
short) from a passing freighter, honoring the VanderMeulen’s work restoring her.
While she is accessible by road, at the north end of Sims St,
in De Tour Village, the view from the road may be limited
and one must remember that it is a private residence, so
respect for the owners’ privacy is important. A piece at the
website TheCrookedPorch.com describes stumbling across
this treasure while taking a detour in De Tour, as well as
some nice photos. To see the John W Boardman from the
water, navigate to 46°00'44.68"N 83°54'36.91"W
(46.012411, -83.910252), and maybe blow a master salute
as you sail past!
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Knot-ical Bonus (Cont’d)
The Masthead
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is issued
4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and during the
summer of each year. Depending on the amount of input
from members, the size may vary as needed.

1. With the line laid out in front of you, cross
your straightened arms, one over the other, so
that each hand, palms down, is at about the
width of the opposite shoulder. (Wider is better)

We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratulations or complaints, but especially appreciated are pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to our members. Please submit such communications to the Editors as
soon as possible.

Meeting Dates
Nominally we meet on the 3rd Thursday of April
through October, inclusive. There may be variations on
the meeting locations; members will be advised of any
changes in a timely manner. Note some photos from the
previous meetings which are shown on the following
page...

Note: Club Meeting date
for October 2016
Gathering at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at about
7:00 p.m., followed by dinner
October 21st — The Portage Restaurant

2. Grab the line with each hand (palms still
down, as shown above)

3. Uncross your arms, pulling the line’s ends closer (palms still down)

__________________________________

The Portage Restaurant will be closing for
the season on Saturday, October 22nd

4. Re-cross your arms, palms still down, only
with the former bottom arm now over the former top arm—but only until your closed hands
are one, on top of the other, holding loops that
have been formed.

Knot-ical Bonus
When I was a young lad, my grandfather used to amaze
me with little puzzles and tricks. One of those, was a slick
way to tie a Clove Hitch, this issue’s featured knot. What
is especially helpful about this method is the ease with
which a clove hitch can be tied in the middle of a lengthy
line, for tying to a post or bollard, without having to feed
the long end all the way through the knot.
See the example, in the column to the right ….

5. Place the two loops together and they will form
the clove hitch that can be placed over a post
or bollard and pulled snug.
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Our September 15th meeting was held at the Presque
Isle Lodge and was well attended. The catered meal was
enjoyed by all. The fellowship and comradery was made
even more special by the live entertainment that was
provided! Some photos from that meeting are included
on this page.
Note: Apologies to anyone who did not receive notice that
the September meeting was not going to be held at the
Portage Restaurant. (myself included) We will work hard
to assure that no one is missed with future change
notices.
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Officers

Treasurer

Directors

Commodore

Ron Smolinski

Dick Spencer

Rick Gentges

PO Box 22
16625 Pine St.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

PO Box 181
8644 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989-464-3849
rjgentges@yahoo.com

Vice Commodore
Bob Mitchell

17293 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle MI 49777
989 595 2208
raspencer@speednetllc.com

989-595-2318

ronjansmo@yahoo.com
Winter Address
3808 Hillsdale Dr.
Auburn Hills, Mi 48326
248-377-9911

17451 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle MI 49777
586 899 3323

Ted MacKinnon
17537 Grand Lake Blvd
Presque Isle, MI 49777
248 310 1311

News letter
Editor
Dave Wolf
3800 Reseda Ct
Waterford, MI 48329
Email:
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net
248-496-9604 (cell)
248-674-0856 (fax)

nw8w@arrl.net
Winter Address
19534 Warwick
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
248 647 1628

rmatumtt@outlook.com

Secretary
Betty Ruczynski
7283 Grand Point Rd
Presque Isle MI 49777
Primary 352 697 0089
Secondary 989 595 5330
Email: betnjer@gmail.com

Thanks to Contributors
The Club and your Editor appreciate any material from
members for The Masthead. For this issue, the following
people have provided articles and/or images this time
around: Bob Mitchell, meeting photos.

Apparel, Etc
ID Tags & Apparel Janet Young
Burgees
Gus Hoster

989 595 2132

Planning Ahead for the Fall and future Issues: If you
have anything that is pertinent or of general interest, please
get it to the New Editor via Email. Please submit text in
MS Word for mat (preferred), .txt (Plain Text) or .rtf
(Rich Text Format).
Images in ‘.jpg’, ‘.bmp’, or TIFF format are preferred, although others can usually be handled easily. The biggest
issue with images is clarity (not “grainy”). We can work
with some contrast and color issues.

PI Yacht Club Clothing

We are also looking for new styles and new items for our
next meeting. Show your seasonal spirit !!
Great items for you and the rest of your family !!

Contact Paul Hawkins 989 734 5663

Clear Form

THE MASTHEAD
A SEASONAL BULLETIN OF THE PRESQUE ISLE
YACHT CLUB

1st Class
Postage

THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB
18966 EVERGREEN RD,
PRESQUE ISLE, MI 49777

For Information
Email: rjgentges@yahoo.com
Commodore Rick Gentges
989-464-3849
Website:

presqueisleyc.org

MEETING LOCATION
PIYC meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the
month, April through October. Social hour begins
at 6:30 p.m., dinner / meeting follows.
The current clubhouse of PIYC is the Portage
Restaurant at Presque Isle Harbor, 5529 E. Grand
Lake Rd. (45° 20' 33" N 83° 29' 13" W)
State liquor laws must be observed during all club
functions at this establishment. No drinks will be
served after 2:00 a.m. and all parties must vacate
the premises by 2:30 a.m. or upon the earlier closing of the Portage. All liquor consumed on the
premises must be purchased from the Portage Restaurant. Open liquor, wine, beer or alcoholic beverages may not leave the establishment.
Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all
club functions provided they are accompanied by a
PI County Rd 638
member in good standing.
Grand Lake Rd
Portage Restaurant

