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Happy 70th Birthday To Some Famous Lake Freighters 

The early 1950s could be called the Golden Years for Great Lakes Freighters.  Many of the older, pre-WWII 
freighters were being upgraded and modernized.  At the same time, a number of new and innovative designs 
were being sent to the shipyards, resulting in some of the most memorable and longest lasting freighters on the 
Great Lakes. 
 
The year 1952 arguably stands out as the best of the early 1950s.  In that one year, four of the best known and 
longest surviving lake freighters joined the aging Great Lakes leets and construction of four others begun.  
These eight were known as the Pittsburgh Class and were all quite modern for the times.  World War II signi i-

cantly advanced naval engineering and the irst four of 
these eight were constructed for Pittsburgh Steamship di-
vision of U.S. Steel with new and more ef icient hull and 
rudder designs as well as more modern navigation and 
radar equipment.    
 

 
Words	from	the	Commodore		 
 
It seems that this summer has lown by so quickly – 

kids are heading back to 
school, birds and butter-
lies are beginning to mi-

grate south – but there’s 
still more beautiful sum-
mer weather to come.  

Speaking of weather, it 
was quite a summer. Alt-

hough a storm that began with a devastating torna-
do in Gaylord, leaving a path of hail damage through 
Presque Isle, occurred way back on May 20th, roo -
ing crews can still be heard, hard at work. Fortu-
nately, damage in our area was limited to things that 
could be bumped out, repaired, or replaced. Ironi-
cally, we’ve had so much work to be performed but 
not enough workers to get it done in a timely fash-

By Dennis Norton 

Continued on Page 5 

The John G. Munson on	her	maiden	voyage	to	Calcite	in	Rogers	
City 

Commodore Dave Wolf 
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The Twisted History of the Z-Bridge 

It’s unlikely to find anyone in Presque Isle who hasn’t crossed the Zilwaulkee bridge – that vast expanse 
of concrete and steel that crosses the Saginaw River, towering 120 feet over trees and power lines, is for 
many is the official border of ‘Up North’. 

With the coming of 
the Interstate 
Highway System, 
it was determined 
that a Saginaw by-
pass freeway was 
the best way to 
handle North-
South traffic 
through the area. 
Designers specified 
a four-lane freeway 
to be built  with a 
draw bridge cross-
ing the Saginaw 
River and thus the 

original Zilwaukee 
Bridge, or Z-Bridge, as they called it, was born.  
While it may have seemed like a good idea at the 
time, soon after its opening it became clear the Z-
Bridge would cause more problems than it solved. 
While the most obvious problems concerned the 
massive traffic tie-ups on the freeway each time 
the bridge opened, A Michigan driver wrote 
“With the old bridge, it was a nightmare coming 
south on Sunday on major holiday weekends. I 
remember twice when the large, illuminated sign 
warned us 5 miles away - "Prepare to Stop - 
Drawbridge Opening." The expressway was only 
2 lanes then, so traffic was bumper-to-bumper! 
Some of us knew the country roads before the 
freeway was built. So, we got off and took those 
roads home to avoid being in that mess for 2-4 
hours! “ 

It also caused problems for traffic on the Saginaw 
River as well. The bridge was only 150 feet wide, 
and several ships actually hit the bridge, causing 
damage and additional tie-ups on the freeway as 
well.  Another traveler wrote, “I clearly remem-
ber coming home from Ludington one Labor Day 
weekend across US-10. Just happened to hear on 
the radio that some freighter or tug/barge had a 
problem passing the drawbridge and the back up 
was estimated at 8 to 10 miles. Labor Day around 

Traffic backs up on the Zilwaukee Draw Bridge while waiting for ships to pass. (Circa 1960s) 

2 in the afternoon! We were able to go south to M
-46 and take that to 75. Probably saved us hours. 
But what a mess that bridge turned into with the 
years of delays and construction problems.”  To 
top it off, shipping traffic quadrupled in the years 
after the bridge was completed and the back-ups 
on the freeway reached three to four hours in du-
ration and often up to 30 miles in length. The 
worst back-ups, of course, occurred during major 
holiday weekends and during the fall hunting 
season. A December 1979 article in the Owosso 
Argus-Press noted in 1968, a City of Bay City of-
ficial stated, "the bridge even caused a 56-mile-
long traffic jam." 

Nineteen years later, in 1979, construction began 
on the current Z-Bridge. The $77 million project 
clicked along until mid-1982 when a construction 
accident and some faulty compression blocks, de-
signed to hold the individual spans in place dur-
ing construction, failed. This caused one of the 
300-foot sections to tilt as much as five feet, dam-
aging many of the pieces designed to hold the 
bridge together and throwing one of the concrete 
piers out of plumb.  

After a four-year setback, the bridge was finally 
opened to traffic in December 1987 and fully com-
pleted in September 1988.  A major maintenance 

Continued on Page 3 
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project, which few of us could forget, ran from 
April 2013 through 2015. During the project, con-
struction workers raised each span with large 
jacks and replaced steel bearing components with 
a high-density plastic designed to reduce the im-
pact of normal shifting and swaying.   Engineers 
claim that the bridge’s lifespan has been in-
creased by 100 years (but who’s going to hold 
them to that!). 

As for the original Z-bridge, the City of Bay City 
considered buying the drawbridge and having it 
transported downstream on the Saginaw River to replace a bridge within the city that had previously 
collapsed. That idea was nixed by the US Coast Guard because it would have created a channel too nar-
row for passing freighters.  Instead, the old bridge now rests somewhere at the bottom of Lake Huron as 
a fish habitat. 

Article from The State Journal (Lansing) 

Above: Two young sailors navigate  the Thunder Bay River 
in the Optimist boat sponsored by PIYC . This boat will be 
used for youth sailing classes in Alpena and on Grand 
Lake.  

Above: Opening day of the Grand Lake Youth Sailing school 
brought out  56 young sailors-to-be for the week-long camp. 
Morning campers learned how to manage an Optimist like the 
one pictured on the right.  Afternoon classes were for more expe-
rienced sailors.  

PIYC Apparel  

You can now shop for PIYC 
gear online!  Now featuring 
seventeen popular items in-
cluding pullovers, polo shirts, 
tees and totes!  Click the QR 
code on the right to access the 
online shop. 
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ion. Hopefully everyone’s homes, vehicles and other 
damaged items will be fully restored soon. 

Summer in Presque Isle is a wonderful time for creating 
lasting memories with family and friends. This summer 
was no exception. Wonderful community activities, 
from pancake breakfasts and picnics to art fairs, con-
certs, and ice cream socials brought people together. 
Life seems to have returned to normal after two years 
of the pandemic. The weather has been very pleasant 
here, around the lakes. As drought and extreme tem-
peratures across the nation have raged, the in luence of 
the lakes helped to keep us quite comfortable. Again, 
we are so fortunate to be able to live or spend our sum-
mers in such a wonderful and pleasant place.  

The 2022 Grand Lake Sailing Program was a great suc-
cess. Our kids had a wonderful week of sailing classes, 
with a total of 56 young sailors participating. This was a 
record number of participants for the Grand Lake Sail-
ing Program. A huge round of thanks goes out to every-
one for promoting the program in our area. A special 
thanks goes out to Vickie Fields, for her promotion and 
coordination of everything that needed to come togeth-
er to make this such a great success! This is truly a lo-
cally rooted program that serves our kids. We should all 
be proud of our program and the positive impact it has 
on the kids who participate. It should be noted also 
that, between the Grand Lake Sailing Program and the 

Alpena Youth Sailing Program, there was a total of 
198 youth participants! 

While nothing has taken place with the old Portage 
Restaurant building, the plan is apparently still to 
raze it after the boating season concludes. As always, 
it is important to reach out to our representatives 
and encourage development of something that will 
provide long term bene its to both the boating com-
munity and the local community for decades to come. 
The people of the State of Michigan made a huge in-
vestment in building a fabulous boat harbor in the 
premiere natural harbor on the Great Lakes. That 
gem, which is Presque Isle Harbor, simply begs to be 
capitalized upon. The best time to make something 
positive happen for future generations is during the 
early planning stages. Hopefully, as a community, we 
can help to steer that process. 

As summer starts to wind down, we look ahead to the 
beauty that autumn brings. Crisp, cool temperatures 
and brilliant fall colors await us. Fresh cider, warm 
donuts, hayrides, bon ires, and other festive things 
will come. But there is still a lot of summer left this 
year in Presque Isle.  

In closing, I urge everyone to make the most of our 
summer – every single day of it! Keep creating those 
wonderful memories! 

Dave Wolf, Commodore 

August 2022 Treasurer’s Report 

Above: Grand Lake Youth Sailors at Camp 
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The Masthead 

 
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is  is-
sued 4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and 
during the summer of each year. Depending on the 
amount of input  from members, the size may vary as 
needed. 
 
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratu-
lations or complaints, but especially appreciated are 
pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to 
our members.  Please submit such communications to 
the Editor as soon as possible. 
 

 
One of the four that entered service in 1952 was 
John G. Munson, one of the irst to be constructed as 
a self-unloader.   While she is almost identical to the 
other three mentioned in this article, as a self-
unloader in 1952, she was in a class by herself.  She 
departed Manitowoc Wisconsin on August 21, 1952 
on her maiden voyage to Calcite in Rogers City. 
The other three 1952 boats were known as the Tri-
ple A boats – AAA , an internal code assigned by U.S. 
Steel.  The three AAA boats are true sister ships. 
They were originally built as straight deckers (no 
self-unloader), 647 feet long, 70 feet wide and 36 
feet deep with a capacity of about 21,000 tons of ore.  
The original size was dictated by the fact that ports 
on the Great Lakes at that time could not handle 
boats any larger.  Later in their careers, as port facil-
ities were enlarged, all three were lengthened by 
more than 100 feet and were converted to self-
unloaders.   
The irst of the three identical sister ships to be built 
and enter service was the Philip R. Clark.   Built at 
American Shipbuilding in Loraine, Ohio in 1951, she 
entered service in May, 1952.   
 
The second of the sister ships was the Arthur M. An-
derson.  Also built by American Shipbuilding, the 
Anderson was launched February 16, 1952, and en-
tered service on August 10, 1952. 
 
The last of the three AAA boats, was the Cason J. 
Callaway.  Built by Great Lakes Engineering Works 
in River Rouge, she entered service in September 
1952.   
 
All four of these historic boats are still in service on 
the Great Lakes today, with Philip R. Clark just en-
tering Stoneport, Presque Isle as this article is being 
written on Aug 13. Cason J. Callaway is currently in 
long term layup in Sturgeon Bay WI for 5 year Coast 
Guard inspection and major upgrades/repairs.   Ar-
thur M. Anderson, just out of long term layup in 
April seems to be spending most of her time in Lake 
Michigan.  John G. Munson, was most recently in Cal-
cite, Rogers City on July 31 and is now in Duluth. 
 
Wish	these	grand	old	ladies	of	the	lakes	a	Happy	
70th	birthday.	 
 
 

Arthur	M.	Anderson 
 
Do you know what the Arthur M. Anderson was best 
known for?  On Nov 10, 1975, the Anderson was trail-
ing not far behind the Edmund Fitzgerald in Eastern 
Lake Superior when the Fitzgerald went down in a 
ferocious storm.  The Anderson had been watching 
over the Fitzgerald visually and by radar when the 
Fitz disappeared.  Anderson lost sight of the Fitz and 
tried repeatedly to raise her by radio but was unable 
to do so.  Continuing on into White ish Bay, the An-
derson was then asked by the U.S. Coast Guard to go 

back out into the howling storm and look for the Fitz-
gerald, or any survivors if in fact she had sunk.   This 
was not an order; it was a request for volunteer help 
and the Anderson could have turned down the re-
quest because of the ferocity of the storm. But Ander-
son accepted the assignment and the risk and went 
back out into Lake Superior to search.  After inding 
the remains of some lifeboats and other debris, An-
derson inally resumed her voyage heading South, 
having risked damage or sinking herself to try to help 
the Fitzgerald.   

Arthur M. Anderson 

From Page 1 
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Membership in The Presque Isle 
Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic or-
ganization dedicated to the establishment 
and growth of a yachting community in 
Presque Isle Harbor Michigan. 

Annual dues are $100 with a one-time 
burgee fee of $25.  There is no initiation 
fee for membership. From time to time, 
clothing and nautical accessory items may 
be available at market prices. 

The club membership year is January 1st 
through December 31st. Applicants filing 
after September 1st are considered as hav-
ing filed as of the following January 1st. 
The months between are free. 

PIYC meetings are held on the 4th Thurs-
day during the months of April and May, 
and on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
from June through October. Social hour 
begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 7 fol-
lowed by a business meeting. 

Most summer meetings are held at the 
historic Presque Isle Lodge or at the Up 
North 23 Restaurant in Rogers City. 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome 
at all club functions provided they are ac-
companied by a member in good standing. 

 

 

Above: Art & Rose Przyslecki Receive their 
PIYC burgee from Commodore Wolf during 
July’s meeting at Presque Isle Lodge. 

Above: New member, Kris-
ten Fairey, proprietor of 
Birch Hill Grocery with 
Treasurer Mike Bugenske  
was welcomed during the 
August meeting. 

 

Left: Welcome returning 
members Deborah and Rich-
ard Hauck! 
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Officers 

Commodore 
Dave Wolf 
6953 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(248)496-9604  
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net 

Vice Commodore 
Cliff Beauvais 
6856 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)657-6809 
cliff@propaneplusinc.com  

Secretary 
Jodi Hutton 
7283 Grand Point Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(352)697-0089 
piyc2016@outlook.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Bugenske 
P.O. Box 198 or  
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)928-9079 
mabupnorth@charter.net 

Directors 
Dave Kowalski 
6895 Outer Dr  
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)464-7000 
straightkeel@hotmail.com 

Ted MacKinnon 
17537 Grand Lake Blvd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
and 
19534 Warwick 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
(248)647-1628 
nw8w@arrl.net 
 

Larry Fields 
PO Box 56 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)595-2759  

Apparel & ID Badges 
Janet Young 

(989)619-1226 
jcyb46@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Graham 

(386)243-5843 
jdg1981@gmail.com 

Alpena Fame 
Bruce Willis and the film crew of Die 
Hard 2 used Alpena's airport to shoot sev-
eral scenes of the film. Although the loca-
tion was selected because snow was ex-
pected to be integral to the movie (and was 
moved from Denver's Stapleton Air-
port which had no snow), a dearth of pre-
cipitation in Alpena necessitated the use 
of artificial snow. 

In Season 5 Episode 12 of Home Im-
provement, Tim and Al are stuck at 
the Alpena airport on their way to Binford 
Tools' winter festival. 

 
Answers to Last Issue’s  

Three Truths   
 

The Lie was #1:  Apparently training 
earthworms is a feat beyond this 
par cular group of biologists.   

  

A. Avoid Area 

B. No Boats 

C. Fuel Ahead 

D. No Wake 

A. Max Speed 3 kn 

B. Keep Right 

C. Route Number 3 

D. 3 Miles to Marina 

Upstream 

Navigator Test  
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For Information 
Email: dave_wolf@comcast.net 

 
Commodore David Wolf 

(248)496-9604 

 
Website:   presqueisleyc.org 

1st Class 
Postage 

THE MASTHEAD  
A SEASONAL BULLETIN OF THE PRESQUE ISLE 
YACHT CLUB 
  
  
THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB 
PO BOX 198  
PRESQUE ISLE,  MI  49777  
  
  

About Presque Isle Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization whose purpose is to promote and es-
tablish a yachting community in the Presque Isle area. Annual dues are $100 with a one 
time burgee fee of $25. There is no initiation fee. The PIYC membership year is the cal-
endar year, from January 1 to December 31. Applicants filing for membership after Sep-
tember 1 will enjoy full membership for the remaining part of the year and will be con-
sidered as having filed for the following year that begins on January 1.   

 

PIYC meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursdays of April and May, and the 3rd 
Thursdays of the months June through October at the Presque Isle Lodge or at the Up 
North 23 Restaurant in Rogers City. Social hour begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner 
and meeting.  

 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all club functions provided they are accom-
panied by a member in good standing. 


