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Words	from	the	 
Commodore		 
 
As we head into July of 2022, 
we are looking forward to a 
wonderful season bathed in the 
beauty of Presque Isle. Warmer 
temperatures, sunny skies, and 
(hopefully) moderating winds 
should provide everyone with 
yet another memorable Presque 
Isle summer. As I write these 
comments, looking ahead to a 
wonderful summer, I am also 
reflecting on another important 
matter: the status of our gor-
geous harbor – Presque Isle 
Harbor.  

I believe that it was on Satur-
day, October 20, 2018, that the 
Portage Restaurant served its 
last meal and last hosted mem-
bers of our community. A dire 

the wreckage that was left in the wake of DNR’s decisions – more likely it has 
cost the taxpayers a great deal. The Presque Isle community has also paid 
and continues to pay a significant price for decisions made elsewhere, as our 
beautiful harbor’s reputation has been deeply scarred. 

What can be done? As was discussed at our June membership meeting, proba-
bly the only way to get the DNR to move forward on something meaningful is 
to make demands of those at the top of the organization. Rank-and-file DNR 
staff, even at the supervisory-level, lack the ability or authority to make nec-
essary changes and improvements. Thus, a top-down approach is necessary. 

As I noted last October:  “Our representatives work for us. As their employ-
ers, we need to manage them appropriately. We need to give them the direc-
tion and support to get the job done ... they are not our leaders, they merely 

Empty Promises — Empty Harbor 

We are now into the fourth boating season since the Portage Restaurant closed, and the hulk of the facility re-
mains a gutted, boarded up eyesore for those who visit our harbor – a constant reminder of what could and should 
be there to serve those who visit our harbor. Assurances from the DNR in 2019 that after “renovations and up-
grades” the restaurant was “slated to reopen in spring 2020 under new management” were hollow, at best. 

The State of Michigan, rather than reaping a windfall from higher concession fees, hasn’t realized a penny from 

By Dave Wolf 

Once one of the most popular dining destinations in NE Michigan, The Portage Restaurant sits 
boarded and gutted while awaiting demolition. 

Continued on Page 3 Continued on Page 4 
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The “Lee A. Tregurtha” has had a long and distinguished career 
since her construction as a World War II tanker. One of the most 
altered vessels on the Great Lakes, she also boasts two battle stars 
for WWII service with the US Navy sailing under the name “USS 
Chiwawa” (AO 68). “Chiwawa” served on both the Atlantic and Pa-
cific oceans during the war. 
Originally named the “Samoset” when she was launched on June 25, 
1942, she was built by Bethlehem Shipbuilding in Maryland to be a 
commercial oil tanker for Mobile Oil. On December 24, 1942 she was 
acquired by the US Navy and immediately christened USS Chiwa-
wa. 
 
Assigned to the US Navy Atlantic Fleet, her first mission was to the 
island of Aruba on February 13, 1943 where she took on oil to be 
returned to New York City for the US Navy. Her next mission, 
which turned out to be her first combat mission, commenced on 
March 4, 1943 when she left New York City bound for Casablanca, 
Morocco as part of a 52 ship 
convoy UGS6. Chiwawa’s primary mission was to fuel the seven Na-
vy Destroyers that accompanied the convoy. She was also the flag-
ship of the Convoy’s Commodore. German submarine wolfpacks in-
tercepted the convoy, sinking four ships, but the bulk of the convoy 
reached Casablanca safely on March 21. For her combat service with 
this convoy, Chiwawa was awarded her first Battlestar. 
 
Assigned to another convoy, Westbound this time, she arrived back 
in Norfolk, Virginia on April 28. She spent the next year providing 
Navy ships and facilities with oil throughout the Atlantic, Caribbean 
and Gulf of Mexico, sometimes as part of a convoy and sometimes on 
her own, ending up in Algeria. Her next assignment saw her depart 
Mers el Kabir, Algeria for Naples, Italy on August 3, 1944. She then 
sailed into her second true combat mission as part of Operation An-
vil, the invasion of Southern France, providing fueling services for 
the US Navy ships participating in that campaign. For this service, 
Chiwawa received her second Battle Star. 
 

Chiwawa then returned to New York and resumed her fueling services for the Navy in the Caribbean and Western Atlan-
tic along with a last convoy cruise to Casablanca. After being refitted and transferred to the Pacific Fleet, Chiwawa ar-
rived in Pearl Harbor on August 1, 1945. Following her departure from Pearl Harbor, she served as a tanker for the 7 th 
Fleet in Ulithi and Okinawa. She was present in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945 for the Japanese surrender. After per-
forming fueling services as Navy ships returned to the U.S., she arrived in San Francisco on December 3, 1945. On May 
6, 1946 she was decommissioned and assigned to the Reserve Fleet. 
 
In 1947 Chiwawa was sold to Cities Services Oil. On February 12, 1960, Chiwawa was purchased by Cleveland Cliffs 
Steamship Company to be converted to a Great Lakes Ore arrier. On May 18, 1961, after being lengthened to her present 
730’ and completely rebuilt, she was christened “Walter A. Sterling” and joined the Great Lakes Fleet. In 1978 she was 
converted to a Self Unloader and in 1984 she was sold to Ford Motor Company where she was renamed “William Clay 
Ford”. On May 13, 1989, after being sold by Ford Motor Company to Lakes Shipping, she was christened “Lee A. Tregur-
tha”, in honor of the wife of Paul Tregurtha who was one of the owners of Lakes Shipping (a subsidiary of Interlake). In 
2006, her original 1942 steam engine was replaced by two diesel engines. Still sailing today, the Lee A. Tregurtha is the 
second oldest freighter on the great lakes, behind only the SS Alpena, and the only ship on the Great Lakes carrying 
World War II Battle Stars. 
 
If you are a history buff, you may recall that Herman Goering, Hitler’s right-hand man once noted that Germany’s big-
gest mistake was not recognizing America’s ability to build virtually unlimited numbers of ships, and more specifically 
tankers and cargo vessels. The “Chiwawa” played a significant role in Hitler’s mistake. 

Decorated WWII Warship a PI Frequent Visitor 

Unrecognizable today, the photo above shows the 
“USS Chiwawa” (“Lee A. Tregurtha”) as she looked 
during World War II. 

Lee A. Tregurtha” today 

By Dennis Norton 
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calculation by some within the DNR made certain 
that the Portage Restaurant would never again reo-
pen. At the time, some within the DNR boasted that 
they had “several interested parties” lined up to take 
over the restaurant, even with the new, onerous con-
cession fees that the state was hoping to impose. 
Please see the article on the Presque Isle Harbor fa-
cility and take a few minutes to contact your public 
officials and ask them to once again provide a fine 
dining facility and gathering spot for the boating 
community and for other guests to our area. 

This year’s Fireside 500 on June 4th and 5th was 
once again a wonderful event. The Marathon event 
was a North Eastern United States Divisional event, 
thus it drew participants from as far away as Mon-
tana, Florida, and the East coast. The Jim Budnik 
memorial race provided some of the best racing of 
the weekend, with Luke Bosker from Harbor Springs 
going home with the $500 prize. There were many 
compliments and thanks from all the racers and 
spectators that were present. Dave Kowalski once 
again did a fantastic job organizing this program. 
Presque Isle Yacht Club can be proud of our contin-
ued sponsorship of this event. 

This past weekend the Presque Isle Harbor Wooden 
Boat Show, of which PIYC is a major sponsor, had a 
great spectator turnout, as evidenced by the line of 
vehicles parked along Grand Lake Road. The break-
fast of (Bailey’s Irish Cream) French toast and ham 
was deee-licious! Thanks to Bill Bolyard and Ida 
Mae’s for doing that. 

There were fewer in-the-water boats than prior 
years, possibly due to fuel costs or the cooler temper-
atures, but the boats that were here were gorgeous! I 
am always awestruck by the countless hours of lov-
ing craftsmanship that go into these works of art. 
They are truly the result of untold dedication and 
patience. The model boat displays highlighted finely 
detailed work as well, in miniature, with boats being 
displayed by a number of participants. The art fair 
had a good turnout, with artists setting up in Ida 
Mae’s pole barn, eliminating the need for some tents 
and other setups. 

An exciting highlight of the show was the helicopter 
Search and Rescue demonstration that was put on 
by the United States Coast Guard. Shortly after 
1pm, the Coast Guard chopper arrived and conduct-
ed a simulated rescue just outside of the harbor’s 
breakwater. With wild winds whipping out of the 

northwest, the chopper hovered motionless over the 
“victim” as a diver was lowered to the surface and made 
the “save”. Thanks to the USCG crew and command for 
making that happen. Also, a big thank you to our past 
commodore, Bob Mitchell for making the arrangements 
for the demonstration! The exercise really helped show 
everyone how our Coast Guard members are always 
prepared to respond to critical events on the water! 

The upcoming 4th of July celebrations are looking 
promising, with moderate temperatures and no daytime 
precipitation predicted over the holiday weekend. Hope-
fully everyone will be able to get out and enjoy the 
events in our community, including the Independence 
Day parade, lining up at 10:15am on July 2nd and be-
ginning at 10:30am by the new lighthouse, followed by 
food and fun on the lighthouse grounds. Wrapping up 
that day’s festivities will be the Presque Isle Harbor 
fireworks display, which is supported by PIYC and 
many of our members. The fireworks begin shortly after 
dusk and promise to be a spectacular display and a 
great event for all!  

Commodore — Continued from Page 1 

New members Eugene and Terry Cambre receive their 
PIYC burgee at the June 16th meeting. 
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represent us. They will only make something happen 
if we give them an assignment.” 

While our political system may not be perfect, we are 
not living under authoritarian rule. We elect our rep-
resentatives to represent our interests, however we 
must hold them accountable for their decisions and 
actions. If we fail to engage with our elected repre-
sentatives and make our needs known, we only have 
ourselves to blame for lack of progress. 

Please take a few moments to reach out to anyone you 
know who may have sway with the DNR and the State 
of Michigan and share from the following points or 
your own knowledge, and request that action be taken 
to restore Presque Isle Harbor to its rightful status as 
Michigan’s premier natural harbor: 

· In the 1980s the State of Michigan committed a 
major investment in building a top-notch recrea-
tional boating harbor in Presque Isle 

· The Portage Restaurant was founded in 1982 by a 
local group of individuals, to serve the boating 
community and others who visited the area 

· The restaurant operated seasonally through 2018. 
(The building was not properly constructed or in-
sulated for year-round operation) 

· At the end of 2018, the State of Michigan imposed 
a new fee structure on the restaurant, to charge 
10% of gross revenue – a cost that well exceeded 
the average profit margin of restaurant facilities 
nationwide – making the business unsustainable 

· “Interested parties” that were touted by the DNR 
as being ready to assume operation of the restau-
rant never materialized – if they ever existed 

· “Renovations and upgrades” announced by the 
DNR also never materialized – abandonment and 
neglect followed 

· Since the restaurant facility closed in 2018, it has 
remained vacant and has deteriorated dramatical-
ly 

· The DNR, without proper planning for alternative 
fuel services, dug up the harbor’s fuel tanks for 
replacement – in the middle of the 2019 boating 
season – leaving some boaters stranded without 
enough fuel to make it to their next port 

· The level of services for boaters has been in de-
cline for a number of years, tarnishing the stellar 
reputation of Presque Isle Harbor as both a desira-
ble destination and an attractive stopover on long-

 

Who to Contact 
 

Daniel Eichinger – Director of Michi-
gan DNR 
Department of Natural Resources 
Executive Division 
P.O. Box 30028 
Lansing, MI 48909 
517-284-6367 

Gretchen Whitmer – Governor 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
517-335-7858 
Contact the Governor (michigan.gov)  

Jim Stamas – Senator for 36th  
District  
The Honorable Jim Stamas 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909-7536 
Phone: (517) 373-7946 
senjstamas@senate.michigan.gov  

Sue Allor – State Rep. 106th  
District  
The Honorable Sue Allor 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909-7514 
Phone: (517) 373-0833 
SueAllor@house.mi.gov  

er voyages 

· The services provided to the local community by 
the restaurant facility have been decimated, as the 
restaurant had served as a hub for community 
activities and gatherings 

For these and other reasons, it is critical that the 
Presque Isle Harbor facility once again offer a dining 
and gathering facility for its community and its 
guests. Please contact your public officials and request 
action on returning the Presque Isle Harbor facility to 
a proper level of hospitality for its guests. 

For members or readers who live in other areas of 
Michigan, please consider making the same calls to 
your local representatives too. Everyone has an inter-
est in the betterment of our state’s recreational oppor-
tunities and facilities. 

Empty Harbor — Continued from Page 1 
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PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

AS OF 6/16/2022 

 

AS OF 5/26/2022 15,495.27 

 INCOME 

  MEMBERSHIP 500.00  

  TOTAL 500.00  

    

 EXPENSES 

  
WOODEN BOAT SHOW SPONSOR-
SHIP 500.00  

  MAY DINNER NO-SHOWS 35.00 

  TOTAL 535.00 

    

AS OF 6/16/2022 15,460.27 

    

Around the Club 

 
The Masthead 

 
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is  
issued 4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, 
and during the summer of each year. Depending on 
the amount of input  from members, the size may 
vary as needed. 
 
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, con-
gratulations or complaints, but especially appreciat-
ed are pertinent articles or images that will be of 
interest to our members.  Please submit such com-
munications to the Editor as soon as possible. 
 

Right: New members, Mark & Stacey 
Holmen display their PIYC burgee. 

 

Bottom Right:  We won’t soon forget  
the May 20th hail storm that hit the 
Presque Isle community, nor the doz-
ens of roof repair advertisements  that 
have sprung up since. 

Left: Dick Spencer provided a review of the 
situation surrounding this  year’s fireworks 
display at Presque Isle Harbor.  The communi-
ty donated over $15,000  to ensuring this wide-
ly attended event continues this summer. 

Right: Jennifer Bolyard ‘s engaged in some 
lively conversation at the April meeting. 
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Membership in The Presque Isle Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization dedicated 
to the establishment and growth of a yachting community in 
Presque Isle Harbor Michigan. 

Annual dues are $100 with a one-time burgee fee of $25.  
There is no initiation fee for membership. From time to time, 
clothing and nautical accessory items may be available at mar-
ket prices. 

The club membership year is January 1st through December 
31st. Applicants filing after September 1st are considered as 
having filed as of the following January 1st. The months be-
tween are free. 

PIYC meetings are held on the 4th Thursday during the 
months of April and May, and on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month from June through October. Social hour begins at 6:00 
p.m. with dinner at 7 followed by a business meeting. 

Most summer meetings are held at the historic Presque Isle 
Lodge. 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all club functions 
provided they are accompanied by a member in good stand-
ing. 

Bikes Ready for Summer Riders 

Above: As a community service, PIYC  again is offering free 
bicycle ‘rentals’ at Ida Mae’s Portage Deli at Presque Isle 
Harbor.  This program is chaired by Russ Kaufman who 
repairs donated bicycle for use by locals and visitors alike.  
Bicycles are available in all sizes and can be signed out at 
the store. 

Left: The 2nd annual Fireside 500 was well attended by 
racers and spectators alike.  PIYC is a major sponsor of this 
event. 

 

 

 

 

Mark & Stacey Holmen 

Eugene & Terry Cambre 

Richard & Deborah Houck – Returning Members 

Art & Rose Przysiecki 
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Officers 

Commodore 
Dave Wolf 
6953 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(248)496-9604  
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net 

Vice Commodore 
Cliff Beauvais 
6856 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)657-6809 
cliff@propaneplusinc.com  

Secretary 
Jodi Hutton 
7283 Grand Point Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(352)697-0089 
piyc2016@outlook.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Bugenske 
P.O. Box 198 or  
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)928-9079 
mabupnorth@charter.net 

Directors 
Dave Kowalski 
6895 Outer Dr  
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)464-7000 
straightkeel@hotmail.com 

Ted MacKinnon 
17537 Grand Lake Blvd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
and 
19534 Warwick 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
(248)647-1628 
nw8w@arrl.net 
 

Larry Fields 
PO Box 56 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)595-2759  

Apparel & ID Badges 
Janet Young 

(989)619-1226 
jcyb46@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Graham 

(386)243-5843 
jdg1981@gmail.com 

 

Three Truths and a Lie 

Find out how up-to-date you are on cur-
rent events in this new featured quiz. All 
of the statements below are true, except 
for one.  Do you know which one?  An-
swer will be revealed in the next issue. 

1) In a case brought by The Xerces So-
ciety for Invertebrate Conservation, 
a California court has ruled that 
bees are now legally fish. 

2) After years of arguments, New 
York’s top court has issued a final 
opinion stating that elephants are 
not people. 

3) Biologists at Università di Palermo 
have trained earthworms to forecast 
the weather by measuring their in-
voluntary responses to atmospheric 
pressure differentials. 

4) An individual from the Mormon 
cricket outreach has convinced the 
Oregon Legislature to allocate $6.2 
million for a grasshopper suppres-
sion program within the state. 
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For Information 
Email: dave_wolf@comcast.net 

 
Commodore David Wolf 

(248)496-9604 

 
Website:   presqueisleyc.org 

1st Class 
Postage 

THE MASTHEAD  
A SEASONAL BULLETIN OF THE PRESQUE ISLE 
YACHT CLUB 
  
  
THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB 
PO BOX 198  
PRESQUE ISLE,  MI  49777  
  
  

About Presque Isle Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization whose purpose is to promote and es-
tablish a yachting community in the Presque Isle area. Annual dues are $100 with a one 
time burgee fee of $25. There is no initiation fee. The PIYC membership year is the cal-
endar year, from January 1 to December 31. Applicants filing for membership after Sep-
tember 1 will enjoy full membership for the remaining part of the year and will be con-
sidered as having filed for the following year that begins on January 1.   

 

PIYC meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursdays of April and May, and the 3rd 
Thursdays of the months June through October at the Presque Isle Lodge. Social hour 
begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner and meeting.  

 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all club functions provided they are accom-
panied by a member in good standing. 


