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The 1000 Footers 

 

By Dennis Norton 

We have all looked out at Lake Huron and seen a freighter that simply looked long, very long. Or perhaps in your 
boat, you’ve cruised past a freighter that seemed to never end. These are the majestic 1,000 footers, the biggest 
freighters on the Great Lakes. 

Between 1942 and 1969, the MacArthur Lock at the Soo was the largest lock at 800 feet long and 80 feet wide. 
The ever increasing demand for raw materials from the Lake Superior quarries and mines resulted in ever in-

creasing freighter sizes until the limit of the MacArthur Lock was reached, 
freighters just under 800 feet long and 80 feet wide. In the 1960s, it became 
painfully obvious to the US Army Corps of Engineers that the construction of 
a longer lock to allow for longer freighters carrying larger loads was needed 
and construction began. In 1969 the new Poe lock, at 1200 feet long and 110 
feet wide was in-
ished and put into 
operation. As can 
be imagined, ore 
haulers on the 
Great Lakes imme-

diately made plans to take advantage of the larger lock 
and just three years later the irst 1,000 foot freighter, 
the Stewart J Cort was launched. Between 1972 and 
1981 the torrid pace of big freighter shipbuilding pro-
duced thirteen 1,000 footers. Quite obviously, the driv-
ing force behind building freighters this size was load 
carrying capacity and the new Poe Lock was just wait-
ing for them. A 1,000 footer could carry the same load 
as three 600 foot freighters. 1,000 feet was an optimal 
size considering the engineering and construction of 
these boats. And at 105 feet wide, they would enter the 
Poe Lock with only 2 ½ feet clearance on each side. 

Then in 1981, after only 9 years and 13 vessels built 
and launched, the 1,000 foot shipbuilding boom came 

The Rivalry Continues 

Words from the Commodore   
Hopefully this issue of the 
Masthead inds everyone well 
and enjoying a lovely Autumn. 
It has been a great summer 
and it is always wonderful to 
see so many long-time mem-
bers coming out, as well as 
welcoming new members and 
guests to our meetings. The 

enthusiastic turnout for the last few meetings this year 
has been wonderful. 

The last vestiges of the Portage Restaurant have been 
removed, the area has been leveled and apparently seed-
ed for grass. Only a couple piles of structural materials 
and orange fencing remain at the site. While it has been 
a bit nostalgic for many, hopefully the future holds 
promise for better facilities by the harbor. The new facil-
ity, Suzy & Company Bar and Grill, at Ida Mae’s, is on 

Paul	R.	Tregurtha	,	Queen	of	the	Lake 

See Footers, Page 4 See Commodore, Page 5 
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Michigan and Ohio are now famous for their college football 
rivalry, but in 1835, the two states nearly went to war over a 
small strip of land containing the modern day city of Toledo. 
 
The so-called “Toledo War” had its roots in the short-
comings of 18th century geography. In 1787, Con-
gress drafted the Northwest Ordinance, which decreed 
that the border between Ohio and Michigan 
was to run on “an east and west line drawn 
through the southerly extreme of Lake Michi-
gan” until it intersected with Lake Erie. There 
was just one problem: the best available maps 
depicted Lake Michigan’s southern tip as be-
ing several miles north of its true location and 
as a result, the original border placed the 
mouth of the Maumee River and the future city 
of Toledo in northern Ohio rather than in 
southern Michigan.  
 
The map issue was still unresolved in the early 
19th century, but when Ohio was admitted to 
the union in 1803, it included a measure in its 
constitution asserting that it owned the land around 
the Maumee no matter what future surveys might 
show. Just a few years later, representatives of the 
newly formed Michigan Territory challenged Ohio 
and argued that newer maps showed the region to be 
theirs. The controversy only grew in the late 1810s, 
when a pair of land surveys came to conflicting con-
clusions about the location of the border. The discrep-
ancies created the Toledo Strip, a 468-square-mile 
slice of land that was officially claimed by both the 
state of Ohio and the Michigan Territory.  
 
Ohio and Michigan both had good reason for wanting 
control of Toledo and the Maumee River. By 1825, 
the completion of the Erie Canal had linked the Great 
Lakes to the east coast, presenting valuable opportu-
nities for trade. As the largest port on Lake Erie’s 
western side, the growing village of Toledo was 
poised to become a commercial hub. With so much 
riding on the contested territory, both sides attempted 
to tighten their grip on it. The Michigan Territory 
settled the region and constructed roads, held elec-
tions and collected taxes. Ohio, meanwhile, tried to 
find support for its cause in Washington. In the early 
1830s, Buckeye congressmen even helped block a 
Michigan petition for statehood in an effort to force 
the Territory’s surrender of the Toledo Strip. 
 
The Toledo dispute started to spin out of control in 
early 1835. Just a few months earlier, the territorial 
governorship of Michigan had fallen to a brash, 23-
year-old politician named Stevens T. Mason. The 
“Boy Governor” wasted little time in asserting his 
authority over the Toledo Strip. “We are the weaker 
party, it is true,” he proclaimed, “but we are on the 
side of justice…we cannot fail to maintain our rights 
against the encroachments of a powerful neighboring 
state.” In February 1835, Mason oversaw the passage 
of the “Pains and Penalties Act,” which levied harsh 
fines and jail sentences on any Ohio officials who 
tried to exercise jurisdiction over the contested terri-

tory. Not to be outdone, Ohio Governor Robert Lucas and 
his state legislature passed a resolution that extended their 
county borders into the Strip. They also contracted a team 
of surveyors to re-mark the boundary line. As the tensions 
grew, Michigan and Ohio both raised militias to guard 
their sovereignty over the disputed land.  
 

While federal mediators tried in vain to diffuse the 
conflict, Michigan’s authorities went to work en-
forcing their Pains and Penalties Act. On April 9, 
1835, a posse led by a Michigan sheriff rode into 
Toledo and arrested several Buckeye state officials. 
Newspapers later reported that an Ohio flag was torn 
down, dragged through the streets and then burned. 
A few days later, Michigan militia leader General 
Joseph Brown led 60 Wolverine partisans on a mis-
sion intercept the Ohio border survey team. On 
April 26, in what became known as the “Battle of 
Phillips Corners,” Brown’s militia confronted the 
surveyors, fired warning shots over their heads and 
arrested nine members of their party. 
 

No one was killed or injured in the Battle of Phillips Cor-
ners, but it wasn’t long before the Toledo War turned 
bloody. In July 1835, Michigan Sheriff Joseph Wood en-
tered Toledo to arrest an Ohio partisan named Two Stick-
ney. A scuffle broke out when the Sheriff’s posse confront-
ed the Ohioan in a tavern, and during the ensuing brawl, 
Stickney drew a penknife and stabbed Wood in the side, 
leaving him with a minor wound.  
 
Sheriff Wood is now remembered as the Toledo War’s lone 
casualty, yet in the early autumn of 1835, Michigan and 
Ohio seemed poised for a pitched battle. Ohio Governor 
Lucas had announced his intentions to hold a court session 
in Toledo to establish his state’s rights to the land. In re-
sponse, Michigan Governor Mason gathered 1,200 Wolver-
ine militiamen and marched on the Toledo Strip. The 
Michiganders were prepared to use violent force to prevent 
the session from taking place, yet after arriving on Septem-
ber 7, they found they had been outsmarted: the Ohioans 
had already held a secret midnight court and then fled the 

The Toledo War: When Michigan and Ohio Nearly Came to Blows 

 
The Masthead 

 
This publication of the Presque Isle Yacht Club is  is-
sued 4 times per year; in the fall, winter, spring, and 
during the summer of each year. Depending on the 
amount of input  from members, the size may vary as 
needed. 
 
We welcome any comments, ideas, concerns, congratu-
lations or complaints, but especially appreciated are 
pertinent articles or images that will be of interest to 
our members.  Please submit such communications to 
the Editor as soon as possible. 
 

See Toledo Page 3 
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area to avoid bloodshed. 
 
The court incident marked the last gasp of armed 
hostilities in the Toledo War. Having lost patience 
with Stevens T. Mason’s militancy, President An-
drew Jackson entered the fray and removed him from 
his post. Michiganders almost immediately voted the 
“Boy Governor” back into office, but by then tem-
pers had cooled and the two sides had called off their 
militias.  
 
With the threat of civil war averted, Jackson and the 
federal government looked to settle the land dispute 
once and for all. The issue remained in legal limbo 
for the next several months, with much of the debate 
in Congress centering on the Michigan Territory’s 
ongoing pleas for statehood. Finally, on December 
14, 1836, Michigan reluctantly accepted a Congres-
sional compromise that saw it relinquish its claims 
on the Toledo Strip in exchange for admittance to the 
union as the 26th state. At the stroke of a pen, Tole-
do and the Maumee officially became part of the 
state of Ohio. Michigan, meanwhile, was compen-
sated with 9,000 square miles of land on the Upper 
Peninsula between Lake Michigan and Lake Superi-
or. At the time, many Michiganders considered the 
trade-off a bad deal. The Detroit Free Press even 
dubbed the Upper Peninsula a barren wasteland of 
“perpetual snows,” but public opinion later shifted 
after the region was found to contain valuable depos-
its of copper and iron ore. 
 
While the Toledo War is now remembered as the 
most ferocious conflict in Ohio-Michigan history, it 
wasn’t the last time to the two states clashed over 
their border. The precise location of the states’ land 
boundary remained the subject of debate until 1915, 
when a new government survey was completed. 
Michigan and Ohio’s governors celebrated the reso-
lution by shaking hands across the border at a penin-
sula in Lake Erie, and in 1965, their lieutenant gov-
ernors repeated the ceremony. That same year, the 
old rivals fixed a plaque with the words “Good Fenc-
es Make Good Neighbors” to a boundary marker on 
the state line.  

In 1966, the students of Alpha Phi Omega 
hosted the first blood drive on the Universi-
ty of Michigan campus. Though a success-
ful annual event, organizers eventually real-
ized how many more pints could be collect-
ed by taking advantage of the rivalry with 
the Buckeyes.  The  first Blood Battle was 
held during the weeks leading up to The 
Game. The University of Michigan won, 
and a tradition was born. Each year, the 
school responsible for collecting the most 
pints of blood during the drive wins posses-

sion of the coveted Blood Battle Trophy.\  

In the 39 years of competition, over 120,000 pints of blood have 
been collected.  The current record stands at  Michigan: 23 Wins,  
OSU  16 , and  1 tie. 

The Battle Continues 

Michigan Wolverines vs The Ohio State Buckeyes Women's Varsity Crew 
battle it out on the Scioto River in Columbus. 

On the water... 

On campus... 

Toledo from Page 2 

The OSU/Michigan rivalry would not be the same but for the legendary 
Buckeye Coach, Woody Hayes.  His ‘hatred’ for that State up North was so 
great that he banished the 8 letter M-word from the athletic department such 
that any utterance of it would lead to severe punishment. As further proof, 
many of Hayes assistants enjoyed telling a story of Hayes during a recruiting 
trip to Michigan. 

Apparently, as they were driving through the state, one of the assistants re-
alized they were low on gas and asked Woody if they could stop to refuel. 
Woody, being Woody, responded with “We’ll coast and push this (expletive) 
car to the Ohio Line before I give this state a nickel of my money!” 

 

 

OSU/MI Overall Series 

51 59 
6 

Blood Battle Trophy 
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Above: Our newest members, Mark and Nancy Kinney dis-
play their PIYC burgee presented by Commodore Dave 

to an abrupt halt. There were no more built. Why? First, 
this class is limited to the four upper lakes because their 
length prevents them from traversing the Welland Canal 
into Lake Ontario. That eliminates the ability to transit 
out to the mouth of the St Lawrence River with loads for 
foreign ports. Another limitation was that many ports on 
the upper four Great Lakes, especially many of the river 
ports, could not handle 1,000 foot vessels. The load ca-
pacity of the 1,000 footers was adequate considering the 
tonnage of ore needed to be shipped and the ef icient op-
eration of the ports from which they operated. Probably 
the biggest reason for the halt in production of the 1,000 
footers was the economic downturn in the 80s. Bethle-
hem Steel owned three of the 1,000 footers and was 
ready to build a fourth. The downturn scrapped Bethle-
hem’s plans and that was the last time a 1,000 footer was 
on the drawing board. Smaller freighters could downsize 
and modify their operations during downturns. The less-
ening dependance on coal also resulted in less need for 
vessels this size. Since 1981, Great Lakes shipbuilding has 
been mostly 600 to 750 footers. The newest, the irst of 
the new “River Class” Mark W Barker launched in mid-
summer 2022. She is only 639 feet long with a load ca-
pacity of only 26,000 tons, far less than the 1,000 footers, 
but a much more versatile vessel. 

So the days of the 1,000 footers are probably numbered. 
Most should still be operating well into the 2030s, but no 
new ones will be built. So when you see that long, long 
boat, give it a wave, knowing that these majestic Lakers 
are the pinnacle of Great Lakes shipping and most likely 
will never be equaled. Currently, three leets operate all 
13 of the 1,000 footers.  Read about eleven below. 

GREAT	LAKES	FLEET 

Edwin	H.	Gott	- 1,004’ launched July 
1978 is the most powerful freighter 
on the Great Lakes (19,500 hp). 

Edgar	B.	Speer – 1,004’ built in 1981 
by American Shipbuilding, Lorain, 
Ohio. Interestingly, and certainly self-
limiting, her unique self-unloading 
system can only be handled in two 
ports on the Great Lakes, Gary Indi-
ana and Conneaut, Ohio. 

Presque	Isle	– 1,000’ built in 1973 
by Defoe Shipbuilding and Erie, the 
Presque Isle is the single 1,000 footer 
that is not a traditional type freighter. 
She is a tug/barge combination with 
the tug Presque Isle, built in 1973, 
linked to and pushing the 974’ barge. 

INTERLAKE	STEAMSHIP	CO. 

Paul	R.	Tregurtha	– At 1013.5’, She is 
the Queen of the Lakes, the longest ves-
sel of any type on the Great Lakes. Built 
by American Shipbuilding in Lorain 
Ohio she was launched February 4, 
1981. 

James	R.	Barker – 1,004 built in 1976 
by American Shipbuilding, Lorain, Ohio. 

Mesabi	Miner – 1,000’ built in 1977 by 
American Ship Building, Lorain, Ohio. 

Stewart	J.	Cort – 1,000’ built in 1972 
partly by Ingalls Shipbuilding in Missis-
sippi and Erie Marine in Erie, Pennsyl-
vania. She was the very irst of the 1,000 
footers and is the only one with a for-
ward facing pilothouse. 

AMERICAN	STEAMSHIP	CO. 

American	Integrity – 1,000’ launched in 
1978. She holds the current record of 
76,000 tons (Iron Ore) hauled through 
the Soo Locks in July 2019. It would take 
approximately 634 railroad cars to carry 
this load overland. 

Wisconsin	– She was the irst U.S. lagged 
vessel on the Great Lakes to be equipped 
with satellite communication equipment 
in 1983. 

Walter	McCarthy	Jr – 1,000’ built in 
1977 Bay Shipbuilding Company, Stur-
geon Bay, Wisconsin. 

Burns	Harbor –1,000’ built in 1980 by 
Bay Shipbuilding Company, Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

Footers from Page 1 
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Membership in The Presque Isle 
Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic or-
ganization dedicated to the establishment 
and growth of a yachting community in 
Presque Isle Harbor Michigan. 

Annual dues are $100 with a one-time 
burgee fee of $25.  There is no initiation 
fee for membership. From time to time, 
clothing and nautical accessory items may 
be available at market prices. 

The club membership year is January 1st 
through December 31st. Applicants filing 
after September 1st are considered as hav-
ing filed as of the following January 1st. 
The months between are free. 

PIYC meetings are held on the 4th Thurs-
day during the months of April and May, 
and on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
from June through October. Social hour 
begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 7 fol-
lowed by a business meeting. 

Most summer meetings are held at the 
historic Presque Isle Lodge or at the Up 
North 23 Restaurant in Rogers City. 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome 
at all club functions provided they are ac-
companied by a member in good standing. 

 

 

track to open in the spring, which should provide the boating community 
and others at the harbor with a facility where they can socialize. 

It is always hopeful to see improvements in resources in our community. 
With Ida Mae’s (and Suzy & Co.), The Birch Hill Grocery, Woody’s and Sand 
Bay Out itters, there are more local resources available. It is great to have 
these resources nearby and continuing to patronize them will help keep 
them viable. I offer a hearty thank you to the entrepreneurs who have made 
investments in our community! 

The joys of summer fading into memory can seem melancholy, but autumn 
in Presque Isle offers a potpourri for the senses. For those who have not 
departed for warmer climes, most of the leaves in Presque Isle may have 
fallen, but the diverse mix of hardwoods and evergreens keeps the beauty 
going year-round. It may not be long until their boughs are accented with 
luffy snow. As hunters head out into the woods and we prepare for upcom-

ing holidays, this is certain to be a memorable time of year. 

Here’s wishing everyone a wonderful and happy holiday season and looking 
forward to seeing everyone again in the spring! 

Dave Wolf, Commodore 

 

Commodore from Page 1 

Knotical Quiz 
#1 

#2 

Match the knots 
above with its name 
on the right:. 

Last Issue’s Answer:   

Avoid Area , Keep Right 

A. Anchor Hitch 

B. Bowline 

C. Cleat Hitch 

D. Reef 

E. Stevedore 
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Officers 

Commodore 
Dave Wolf 
6953 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(248)496-9604  
Dave_Wolf@Comcast.net 

Vice Commodore 
Cliff Beauvais 
6856 Kauffman Rd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)657-6809 
cliff@propaneplusinc.com  

Secretary 
Jodi Hutton 
7283 Grand Point Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(352)697-0089 
piyc2016@outlook.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Bugenske 
P.O. Box 198 or  
8172 E. Grand Lake Rd 
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)928-9079 
mabupnorth@charter.net 

Directors 
Dave Kowalski 
6895 Outer Dr  
Presque Isle MI 49777 
(989)464-7000 
straightkeel@hotmail.com 

Ted MacKinnon 
17537 Grand Lake Blvd 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
and 
19534 Warwick 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
(248)647-1628 
nw8w@arrl.net 
 

Larry Fields 
PO Box 56 
Presque Isle, MI 49777 
(989)595-2759  

Apparel & ID Badges 
Janet Young 

(989)619-1226 
jcyb46@gmail.com 

PIYC Apparel  

You can now shop for PIYC 
gear online!  Now featuring 
seventeen popular items in-
cluding pullovers, polo 
shirts, tees and totes!  Click 
the QR code on the right to 
access the online shop. 

  

· Why do OSU grads hang their diplomas from 
their rear view mirrors?  So they can park in the 
handicapped spaces. 

· How do you get a Michigan graduate to stop 
knocking on your door and get off your 
porch? Pay for the pizza. 

· How many Ohio State freshmen does it take to 
screw in a lightbulb?  : None. It's an upper-level 
course. 

· How many Wolverines does it take to screw 
in a lightbulb? One, but he gets 5 credits for 
it. 

· Michigan kid and an Ohio kid are in the third 
grade. Who is taller?  The Ohio kid. He is 16. 

·  Have you heard the news?  Jim Harbaugh is 
only going to dress 22 players for the game 
against Ohio State.  The rest of the players 
have to dress themselves. 

· What does the average Ohio State Football 
player get on his SAT?   Drool. 

· What do you say to a Michigan Wolverine in a 
three piece suit?  Will the defendant please 
rise. 

· What do you have when you get 32 Ohio fans 
together?  A full set of teeth. 

· Why did they change the playing field at "The 
Big House" to cardboard? Because Michigan 
has always looked be er on paper.  

Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Graham 

(386)243-5843 
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For Information 
Email: dave_wolf@comcast.net 

 
Commodore David Wolf 

(248)496-9604 

 
Website:   presqueisleyc.org 

1st Class 
Postage 

THE MASTHEAD  
A SEASONAL BULLETIN OF THE PRESQUE ISLE 
YACHT CLUB 
  
  
THE PRESQUE ISLE YACHT CLUB 
PO BOX 198  
PRESQUE ISLE,  MI  49777  
  
  

About Presque Isle Yacht Club 

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is a civic organization whose purpose is to promote and es-
tablish a yachting community in the Presque Isle area. Annual dues are $100 with a one 
time burgee fee of $25. There is no initiation fee. The PIYC membership year is the cal-
endar year, from January 1 to December 31. Applicants filing for membership after Sep-
tember 1 will enjoy full membership for the remaining part of the year and will be con-
sidered as having filed for the following year that begins on January 1.   

 

PIYC meetings are normally held on the 4th Thursdays of April and May, and the 3rd 
Thursdays of the months June through October at the Presque Isle Lodge or at the Up 
North 23 Restaurant in Rogers City. Social hour begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner 
and meeting.  

 

Visiting mariners and guests are welcome at all club functions provided they are accom-
panied by a member in good standing. 


